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Special Toys

How Do We Make Sure the Kids’ll Benefit?
BY JANET HOSMER

It sthat timeof year. Parentsstart to roam through their kid’ sroomsto seewhat
kind of toysor gamesto buy for the upcoming holiday season. For some of us,
thejob isabit different, since our kids may not be able to (or inclined to) play
with many of thetoysthat are sitting on the shelvesin the toy department! We
have to try to find the right toy to meet the challenges and interests of our

particular child! That bright shiny new tractor may look great! But it may end
up sitting on the shelf at home until you offer it up to the next garage sale, or
donateitto sometykewho'll giveit arunforitsmoney! If thereally cool puzzle
turnsout to beabit too difficult.... ittoo movesontowait inthe gloomy garage.

Inside

Toys play an important role in the development of your child. They help to
develop early learning and creativity skillsthat are built upon when developing
self-esteem and life skills.  And, since children develop in different areas at

various rates, we need to try to match skill levels with the play benefits from a Macintosh Wins ............ 3
specific toy or gamein order to try to reach the ‘whole child’. Tenyearsago, it
was difficult to find toys for a child with adisability. Today, things are easier! Accessing AT e, 4
There are many ways to help to ensure that your youngster with special needs Learning Center IV ........ 6
plays or interacts with the toys and games that you buy. Some of these require
alittlebit of ingenuity, somealittle bit of searching, some alittle bit of money, DREAMMS Bookstore .. 8
and some a combination of al three! Let'stake alook at what’s available.

Marketplace ........cccc...... 11
Let Your Fingers Do the Walking....
Catalog shopping isprobably the easiest way to find special toysor devicesthat Bulletin Board ................ 12

Please see TOYSon Page 9
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My Dear Friends, 11/95

This is such a wonderful time of the year! | love to ISSN: 1079-607X
put up decorations for the holidays.... starting with
Halloween. The burnt oranges and browns of Autumn
remind me of my connectedness to the earth. And |

Editor / Publisher
Janet P. Hosmer

watch the dying leaves get ready to fertilize the new in Technical Editor
the spring. Such a time of change. Chester D. Hosmer, Jr.
. C Edit

We are changing at DREAMMS also. The response K?rzyl_. B(;y%r
to our Tech Pak program has been phenomenal! I'm
so thrilled to have reached so many of you. Business Development
Unfortunately, we can no longer afford to offer our Gerry Kawamura
Tech Pa_ks free of charge. Paper _and postage costs Educational Consultant
top our list of expenses... (Won't it be great to Donna M. Eno
eventually be online!) ... and we are forced to charge '
$5 for a Basic Tech Pak and $7.50 for our Special Contributors

. L . Tom Nurse - Mamie Evans o Tina Brandel
Topic Tech Paks to cover shlppmg a_nd han_dllng. It Chuck Palmer
was our goal to be able to provide this service to you
without charge... sorry. Hopefully at some point in DREAMMS For Kips, INc.

2763 Tasha Drive
Clearwater, FL 34621-1223
VOICE/FAX: 813.781.7711

the near future we’ll be able to do so again.

You'll be excited though to see what we have to offer!

Ten different Special Topic Tech Paks: Including DREAMMS@aol.com

topics like AugComm, IDEA, Funding, IEPs, Software DREAMMS@ix.netcom.com

and Adaptive I/0O. Call 813.781.7711 for more

information! DIRECTIONS: Technology in Special Education is published

monthly (except July) by DREAMMS for Kids, Inc., (Develop-
mental Research for the Effective Advancement of Memory
and Motor Skills), a non-profit research and information clear-
inghouse. Annual home delivery subscription rate is $14.95
As always.... my kindest regards.... U.S., $17.95 Canadian, and $29.95 Int'l. (U.S. $) Single copies
are available in the U.S. for $2.50. Add $1.00 for postage
outside U.S.

Please have a safe and peaceful Thanksgiving!

Janet

Authors - We welcome editorial submissions. Please include
name, address and phone. Submission will be returned with
self addressed stamped envelope, if desired.

CO\IF ERENCES Vendors - We welcome product news. Please include pricing

and contact name with press releases.

Date: November 30 - December 3, 1995 Copyright © 1995 by DREAMMS for Kids, Inc. Permission to

Event: Tel.Ed ‘95 / Telecommunications in Education reprint all or part of this publication with acknowledgment to
Location: Fort Lauderdale. FL DIRECTIONS: Technology in Special Education, and

L DREAMMS for Kids, is granted. Articles are presented for
Information: 503.346.3509 information purposes only -- no product endorsement is ex-
pressed or implied.

Date: November 30 - December 2, 1995
Event: Association for Persons with Severe Handicaps

(TASH) National Conference
Location: San Francisco, CA kwm
Information: 410.828.8274
Date: December 12 - 17, 1995
il b '
Event: Doors to Inclusion, Innovation & Investment Don’t buy shelfware! Be sure you ask lots of

Location: Baton Rouge, LA guestions, or even get ademo, BEFORE you buy
Information: 1.800.922.DIAL
' software! Returns are frowned upon!
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Accessibility & theMac

BY CHESTER HOSMER

Asl reported last month, Windows 95 has some
interesting new accessibility features built-in.

However, since the release of system 7.0, and
now system 7.5, the Macintosh continues to lead the way
in accessibility features. These features come with the
Macintosh when you buy it and are a mere mouse click
away. All of thefeaturesbel ow arebuilt-into the Mac and
can befoundinthe specia needsfolder or through Control
Panel options. Y ou can also check your manual.

Q: How does the Macintosh make computing
more accessible for those with special needs?

CLOSEVIEW - The Mac includes an electronic
magnifying glass called Closeview. This software
application makes everything on the Mac BIGGER and
BIGGER up to 16 timesthe standard size. Because some
kids have a tough time seeing black images on a white
background, Closeview aso alows you to invert the
image to white on black.

Q: I'm hearing impaired. How do | hear a beep
when | do something wrong?

VISUAL BEEP - Using Visua Beep, the Mac gets the
user's attention by flashing the menu bar. Change the

speaker volume on the Control Panel to “0”. Errors
generate amenu bar flash rather than an audible beep.

Q: What if | have slow gross motor reaction?

REPEAT KEY - Most keyboards alow the user to repeat
asingle key by holding it down for a specified length of
time. For those who have slow to respond gross motor
skills ttttyyypppiiinnngg cannn beeeee a challeeeeenge.
OntheMac, aControl Panel option allowstheuser toturn-
off the repeat feature if its bothersome.

Q: | have difficulty inserting and removing
diskettes. Is this easy on the Mac?

DISK DRIVE-ThelBM stylePCisblocked by alatchthat

Please see MAC on Page 9

|| POTICHT ||

Toys & Catalogs

Toys R Us Toy Guide
For Differently Abled Kids
461 From Road, 4th Floor
Paramus, NJ 07652

Switch Kids, Inc.

8507 Rupp Farm Drive
West Chester, OH 45069
513-860-5475

National Lekotek Center
2100 Ridge Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201
708-328-0001

Crestwood Company
6625 N Sidney Place
Milwaukee, WI 53209
414-352-5678

Toys for Special Children
385 Warburton Ave.

Hastings on Hudson, NY 10706
800-832-8697

Diskovery Toys
Martinez, CA 94553
800-426-4777

TFG (USA) LTD.
4449 Gibsonia Rd.
Gibsonia, PA 15044
412-444-6400

The Dragonfly Toy Company
291 Yale Ave

Winnipeg, MB R3M 0L4
204-453-2222

Free Subscription

For Students, Parents & Teachers

MAINSTREAM

Magazine for the Able-Disabled

M

MAINSTREAM provides
a great deal of information
on equipment options -
as well as resource
information. The focus on
self-advocacy is a good
learning tool.
- Darren J. Roberts,
Staff Supervisor

beneficial for parents

and families for adjustment,
networking, resources and
support useful for
professionals to see what s
advertised and the products
used by people with disabilities.

- LauraNelson, OTR

To begin your free 3-month subscription
write to: MAINSTREAM Magazine. 2973 Beech
Street, San Diego, CA 92102

Phone: 619-234-3138 or Fax: 619-234-3155




Page 4

DIRECTIONS: Technology in Special Education

November 1995

Assistive Technology Funding & Systems
Change Project Notes

SPECIAL EDUCATION - PART |

What is special education?

The Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) (20
U.S.C. Secs. 1400 and following), enacted in 1975, is the
federa law that authorizes special education and related
services, including assistive technology.

Special education isinstruction that is specialy designed, to
meet the uniqueness of studentswith disabilities, at no cost to
parents. This includes classroom instruction, home
instruction, instruction in hospital sandinstitutions, vocational
education, and physical education.

What are related services?

Related services are supportive services that studentsneed in
order to benefit from their special education programs. Itis
important to remember that education for children with
disabilities includes independent living skills and vocational
education, not just academics; therefore, a broad range of
related services may be required.

Assistive technology devices and the services necessary to
help a child select, acquire, or use an assistive technology
device are made available if required as part of the child's
special education or related services (20 U.S.C. Sec.
1401(a)(26); 34 C.F.R. Sec. 300.308).

What is assistive technology in special education?

Assistivetechnology inspecial educationreferstoany devices
or servicesthat arenecessary for achildto benefit from specia
education or related services, or to enable the child to be
educated in the least restrictive environment (34 C.F.R.

300.308). The IDEA uses the definition of assistive
technology from the Technology-Related Assistance For
Individuals With Disabilities Act (Tech Act) of 1988, which

was added to the IDEA in the 1990 amendments to the law.
This definition states:

"Theterm assistive technology device means any item, piece
of equipment, or product system, whether acquired
commercialy off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is
used to increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities
of children with disabilities" (20 U.S.C. 1401(8)(25)).

"Theterm assistive technology service means any servicethat
directly assists a child with a disability in the selection,
acquisition, or use of an assistivetechnology device. Theterm
includes:

The evaluation of the needs of a child with a disability,
including a functional evaluation of the child in the child's
customary environment;

Purchasing, leasing, or otherwiseproviding for the acquisition
of assistive technology devices by children with disabilities;

Selecting, designing, fitting, customizing, adapting, applying,
maintaining, repairing, or replacing of assistive technology
devices,

Coordinating and using other therapies, interventions, or
services with assistive technology devices, such as those
associ ated with existing education and rehabilitation plansand
programs,

Training or technical assistancefor achildwith disabilitiesor,
where appropriate, the family of achild with disabilities;

Training or technical assistance for professionals (including
individuals providing education or rehabilitation services),
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employers, or other individuals who provide services to,
employ, or are otherwise substantially involvedinthemajor
life functions of individuals with disabilities" (20 U.S.C.
1401(8)(26)).

Assistive technology also includes specialized
transportation equipment such as “special or adapted
buses, lifts, and ramps’ (34 C.F.R. 300.16(b)(14)). An
August, 1990 Office of Special Education Programs
(OSEP) letter interpreted the definition of "rel ated services"
to include assigtive technology (16 EHLR 1317 OSEP,
1990). The letter emphasized the halmark of special
education law that the determination of what constitutes a
free, appropriate public education must be made on an
individual basis, and any needed services must be included
in the student's |EP.

Other OSEP policy letters and hearing decisions provide
further clarification of the types of assistive services and
devices that fall within the scope of IDEA's mandate.
Assistive devices that OSEP found to be related services
within IDEA'smandateinclude: Applellecomputer (InRe
Mary H 1984-1985 EHLR 506:325); auditory training
equipment (Cleveland Public School District, EHLR
353:307 OCR 1988); computer assistance (Eldon MO R-1
School District EHLR 352:144 OCR 1986); computerized
communication system (San Francisco USD 1985-1986
EHLR 507:416); device for loading/unloading students
from a bus (Davis USD 18 IDELR 696 1992); a $7,000
Liberator communication device (19 IDELR 355 1992);
and hearingaids(Seiler 20 IDELR 1216 1993). In addition,
a 1992 OSEP letter stated that calculators, tape recorders,
and teacher's notes can be considered assistive technology
(Lambert 18 IDELR 1039 1992).

Who is eligible to receive assistive technology
under the IDEA?

Children who have disabilities that cause them to need
specialized educational services to benefit from education
are entitted to receive special education and related

services, including assistivetechnology. Eligibledisabilities
include, but arenot limitedto, sensory (i.e., hearing, visual, or
speech/language) or orthopedic impairments, mental
retardation, autism, serious emotiona disturbance, other
health impairments, or specific learning disabilities. In
addition, children with traumatic brain injuries are eligible
for specia education under federa law ( 20 U.S.C. Sec.
1401(2), (15); 34 C.F.R. Sec. 300.7).

Children who meet these criteria, who are between the ages
of fiveyearsand 18 years(inclusive), are eligible for special
education. 'Y outh between 19 and 21 who are enrolled in or
areeligiblefor special education programsprior to their 19th
birthdays, and who have not completed their prescribed
courses of study (or who have not met prescribed proficiency
standards), are eligible for specia education.

Children aged three to five years are eligible under the same

Please see SPECIAL EDUCATION on Page 11

Exceptional Computing

SPECIALIZINGIN SPECIAL NEEDS SOLUTIONS
....SI NCE 1986

*DEDICATED TO PROVIDE CUSTOMERS WITH
QUALITY PRODUCTS AT THEMOST
AFFORDABLE PRI CES.
* CONCERNED ABOUT PRODUCT
INFORMATION AND SUPPORT
WITH THE ENDEAVORTO ( )
MATCH HARDWARE AND/OR 7
SOFTWAREWITH THEINDIVIDUALS J
NEEDS.
* PROVIDING

- SPECIALI ZED ADAPTIVE DEVICES

- SPECIALI ZED SOFTWARE

- CONSULTATION SERVICES

HARDWARE/SOFTWARE PRODUCTS
*DON JOHNSON * MADENTA
*INTELLITOOLS * R.J.COOPER

* TASH *DUNAMIS

*ECHO * MIDICREATOR

* UCLA * ABLENET

* EDMARK * MARBLESOFT

* MAYER-JOHNSON * PLUS OTHERS

BEFORE
SUPPORT purine THE SALE
AFTER

Please call or write
for our new CATALOG
or
For any assistance you may need!
450 NW 58'" St Gainesville, Florida 32607
(352) 3318847 * Fax (352) 3314164 * email: ECIT@aol.com
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Part 4 - Conclusion

A CASE STUDY...

“Creating a Home Personal Computer Learning Center

/Chuck Palmer, Cristin’s Dad, presented concepts from
this paper at the 4th Annual Symposium on Literacy and
Developmental Disabilities, sponsored by the Carolina
Literacy Center, and the Talformaga Foundation, June
18-19, 1994.

Parts 1, 2 & 3 were printed in previous DIRECTIONS.

Effective Learning

Thekey toeffectivelearningistoselect the
difficulty range appropriate for the
individual student. Cristin’s software
portfolio includes activities that provide
what researchers in 1990 referred to as a
spectrum of horizontal and vertical ranges
of learning skills. Different skillswithin a
similar range difficulty is referred to as
horizontal range. Skills of continuing
increased difficulty across horizontal
ranges is referred to as a vertical skills
range. Providing a portfolio of skill
activitiesacrossafairly widehorizontal andvertical difficulty
range is key in an effective learning center. This enables
Cristin to choose her activities according to her level of
comfort, but at the same time provide opportunities for new
skill challenges.

Parents may find particular software publishers produce
several different programs that are favorites of their child.
Cristin’ sportfolio hasawide sel ection of activities, fromonly
a hand full of publishers. Her library includes open-ended
programs such as Davidson’s Kidworks2, playful discovery
based programs such as Broderbund’s Playroom, and CD-
ROM storybooks such as Broderbund’s Just Grandma and
Me. It aso includes Bailey's Book House, Thinkin' Things
and Millie' sMath House from Edmark. We have found these

programs meet the selection criteria described earlier,
providing focus on a full range learning and emergent
literacy skills. However, individual preferences, skill levels,
educational goals, and student abilities must be considered
in any software selection.

Sticky Notes!

The primary goal of Cristin's learning center is to develop
language and communication skills. At each session, written
language opportunities are included in
her computer “play”. Emergent literacy
research supportsaview that reading and
writing facilitate language devel opment.

One facilitation technique Cristin
particularly enjoys promotes written
language during her word processing
activity. T. Chastain, Adaptive
Technology Specialistat Computer CITE
(personal communication, February,
1994) shared this" sticky notemethod” of
writing wordsand stories. We ask Cristin to suggest wordsor
asentencethat isrelativeto her current events. We might ask,
“where did you go with Mom and Dad last night?’, What did
you and Jason have for dinner?’, or “What sentence would
you like to write about?’. Helping Cristin form a response
sentence, we begin to write out her answer onsmall 1 1/2” by
2" Post It notes, one word per note. Handing the notes one at
atimeto Cristin, she builds the sentence by sticking words at
the bottom of the monitor screen. Then, using her word
processing program, Kid Works 2, she types the sentence on
apageor drawing. Thesentenceisactually constructed twice,
onceonthescreenwith sticky notes, and onceasshecopiesthe
sticky note words using her keyboard. We always write
Cristin’s words or sentence in her language. Grammatical
construction is not important at her age.
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CRISTIN ELIZABETH

By Chuck Palmer, Father of Cristin Elizabeth

for Young Children with Developmental Disabilities”

Cristinisvery proud of what shewrites. Shehasto show Mom
what she wraote by printing her work on the printer. Her
parents encourage her to write her own thank you notes she
personalizes with icons, coloring and writing.

Cristin’ scomputer learning center sessionsareusually 30- 45
minutes after dinner or on Saturday morning upon her request
or approval. Sheisnever forced to work on the computer. She
is in the driver's seat. However, when new software is
introduced, we demonstrate the activity in the next severa
sessions. Her computer skillshave devel opedto apoint where
we now often hear, “| want to do it by myself” aswe attempt
anew program activity, Empowerment, it works!

Developmental Progress

Cristin continues to develop her speech and language,
cognitive, and fine motor skills. Her occupational therapist
reportsmarked continuousimprovementin her ability to stay
on task without losing attention. We do not attribute the
computer learning center to be the only reason for her
progress. Her mainstream preschool intervention programis
truly instrumental in her development. However, the personal
computer learning center at homecomplementsher preschool
program, providing necessary focus on specific skills.

After using the learning center for just three weeks, Cristin
surprised her dad oneevening. Withabeamingsmileshesaid,
“Dad look!” She had selected the typewriter tool in the paint
program, and typed her namewithout assi stance. Wepracticed
this only two or three times previously. A couple days after
this event, her preschool teacher proudly described how
Cristin had printed her name with a crayon. She had
generalized her knowledge of writing her name using a
keyboard to her preschool drawing and writing.

Where Are We Now?

Today at age 5, Cristin reads about twenty words and

routinely types words and sentences on her computer.
Sequencing shapes in a patterned order, once impossible, is
now compl eted successfully 90 percent of thetime. Counting
up to twelve objects, once difficult, is now routinely
accomplished. Recognizing and typing lettersand wordswith
the computer keyboard, formally avery difficult task, isnow
accomplished without any assistance. Her developmental
progress has been amazing. Her parents owe a great deal of
gratitude to her teachers and therapist. However, we also
believe her developmental progress was significantly
enhanced because of the facilitated time spent at her
computer learning center.

Dad’s Reflection

A parent goesthrough an emotional roller coaster asyou gain
insightintoyour child’ sdisability. Professionalsshow youthe
test results, give you advice, provide support, cheer you up,
and let you down. Through thisexperience, | discovered time
spent with your child, truly understanding them, is the most
valuable time. Our time involved in the computer learning
center provides us a precious opportunity to see inside
Cristin’sworld. Thistime allowed her parentsto gain a new
perspective of her strengths and needs, giving ustremendous
hopeand determination. The computer learning center can be
a valuable educational tool. But it has also been a
communicationtool that changed afather’ sperspectiveof his
special little girl. Soon after we began “ playing together” on
the computer, she changed our thinking about her capabilities
and her future. | am grateful. [

Our thanksto Mr. Palmer for thiswonderful account. Please
contact DREAMMS if you would like a complete copy of
“ Creating a Home Personal Computer Learning Center for
Young Children with Developmental Disabilities’.
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DREAMMS Bookstore

Featured Titles
Deaf Children, Their Families and Professionals-- Dismantling Barriers- by: S. Beazley and M. Moore

This book is about taking disablement out of the experience of children and their families. It focuses on deaf children and uses a
valuable combination of what families say and discussions of topical issues about how disabling experiences can be avoided.
Parents and children clearly reveal the social barriers to their lives as ordinary families, and have identified ways in which barriers
can start to be dismantled. Professionals and students in the field of education, health and social work are challenged to re-

examine their own practices and beliefs with a view to maximizing enablement of vulnerable children and their families.

Computer Resources for People with Disabilities-- A Guide to Exploring Today’s Assistive Technology-
by: Alliance for Technology Access

The computer age offers dramatic possibilities for people with disabilities. This new book by the Alliance for Technology Access

shows how to use computer technology to achieve goals and change lives. This book is a comprehensive guide to approaching

computer innovations. It provides the information necessary for using conventional and assistive technology at work, at school, at

home, alongside other people with or without disabilities.
What Teacher’s Do: Developments in Special Education-- by: P. Garner, V. Hinchcliffe, S. Sandow
This book is about the lives and work of teachers who specialize in the education of children with learning difficulties in ordinary and

special schools. It draws on examples of good practice and reflective thinking from more than fifty teachers and places these in a

framework of considered argument. It shows the dedication, effectiveness, and innovative skills of teachers.

r---—r————"—"—""™"FH™™—~FF7—F ——F—F"=--- "—=>-=- >=--""-—-—F-"F"""F-F"""F-—""—"—"""—"F"F71"7" A
: DREAMM S Bookstore Order Form :
| computer Resources for People with Disabilities, $14.95 ___Deaf Children, Their Families and Professionals, $24.95 |
: ___What Teachers Do: Developments in SPED, $26.95 ___School Children at Risk, $29.00 :
| ___ Children with Language Impairments, $19.95 __ Special Education Needs in the Primary School, $21.00 |
| ___Special Needs in the Classroom, $24.95 __ Special Needs Bridging the Curriculum Gap, $27.00 |
| Children with Autism, $24.95 ___Special Parents Birth and Early Years, $27.00 |
: ___Educating Hearing Impaired Children, $27.00 ___Teaching Special Needs, $25.00 :
| ___ Glossary of Special Education, $27.00 ___The ADD Hyperactivity Handbook for Schools, $26.00 |
| ___Including Pupils with Disabilities, $29.00 ___The ADD Hyperactivity Workbook, $16.95 |
| Learning Difficulties and Computers, $18.95 ___The Politics of Special Education Needs, $33.00 |
: ___Learning Support for Young People in Transition, $27.00 ___The Special Education Handbook, $150.00 :
| Name Total Amount Ordered I
: Address Florida Residents add 7% sales tax :
| Add $2.50 per book for shipping |
| Ciy/State/ZIP TOTAL ENCLOSED |

|

]

I Mail this form with your check or Purchase Order to: DREAMMS for Kids, Inc., 2763 Tasha Drive, Clearwater, FL 34621
i
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TOYS continued from Page 1

can be used to modify or adapt one that you aready have.
Larger toy companies like Toys R Us and Diskovery Toys
have super color catalogs with symbols next to each toy
identifying its primary developmental benefits. Thelevel
of your child's thinking & learning skills, social &
emotional skills, language, auditory and visual skills, should
all beconsideredwhen choosingatoy. Product descriptions
let you know what play benefitsthistoy provides, and you
match these to your child’ sindividual needs.

Speciality Catalogs

A number of smaller companieshave specialty catal ogsfor
children who have more severe challenges. These catalogs
(pleaseseethelisting on page 3) of fer toysthat haveal ready
been adapted with switches or similar activation devices.
These catalogs are the perfect source of toys for kids who
arepracticing causeand effect skills, or havelessdevel oped
fine motor skills. The toys in them provide a fun way for
kids to build self-esteem with an “1 DID IT” attitude!

A Little Glue Here... A Little Glue There...

Y ou can also modify commercially availabletoysfor your
child’'s use and enjoyment. Maybe you could use empty
spools of thread as handles on puzzle pieces. When you
think about it, you realize that we can put training wheels
on many different types of toys! Or, maybe you're the
creativetype. How about a shapesorter madefromacoffee
can. You can cut only one shape (circle, square, €tc.) into
multiplelidsto makesuccessasurething! Increasetotwo,
three, four shapes per lid as your child progresses!

Allinall, this holiday season will find many of us hunting
for the perfect toy or gift for all of the specia peoplein our
lives. Be sure to keep your child sability level in mind,
and look for toys that are fun, interactive, interesting, (to
your child), durable and safe.

| dobelievethat there’ sjust enoughtimetill Christmas! [I

MAC continued from Page 3

needsto betwisted, an un-natural motion for aimost all PC
users. Instead of twisting and turning, the Mac user inserts
the disk directly into the dot. The Macintosh assists in
positioning it correctly into the drive. Ejection of the disk
can bedonein avariety of ways, and once gjected isready
to be grasped easily by fingers or tongs.

Q: I have trouble typing one key at a time. What
do | do when | need to press 3 at once?

EASY ACCESS - Almost all software application require
users to press two and sometimes three keys at the same
time. That posesreal problemsfor single handed typist, or
head and mouth stick users. As an integral part of the
Macintosh system software, Easy Access solves this
problem. The Sticky Keysfeature of Easy Accessletsthe
user type keysone at atime and instructs the Macintosh to
respond asif the keyswere pressed simultaneously. Turn
thisfeature on and off by pressing the shift key 5timesin
arow.

Q: Sometimes my child hits 2 or 3 wrong keys
before the right one. What can | do?

SLOWKEYS - This feature waits for a specified delay
beforeregistering keysthat arepressed. For examplewhen
the child attemptsto pressthe” D” they inadvertently press
“S’ then “E” and then pressesand holdsdownthe“D” key
for several seconds, the"D" isthe only key recognized by
the Mac.

What Does It All Mean?

Without doubt the Macintosh continuesto lead theway in
useability and accessability for children and adults with
specia needs! Appleiscontinually workingto ensurethat
additional access features are included in their new
generations of computers. They started out way ahead of
PCs and compatibles.... and they're still way ahead!

But shhhh! Don't tell Microsoft.... they get really mad!
See yanext month..... I

Page 9



CAN YOU USE

EXCEPTIONAL PARENT?

Themagazinethat helpsyou parent

your child with a disability.

Exceptional Parent was created in 1971 by three clinical psychologists, specialistsin
the care and education of children with disabilities and their families. Their goal was,
and still is, to provide information, practical guidance, and emotional support for parents
of children and young adults with disabilities and special health care needs.

Parentslikeyou.

For two decades, this award-winning magazine has been a source of hope, help
and guidance for millions of parents, family members and professionals
concerned with the care of children with physical and development disabilities,
including psychological, learning, emotional, hearing and vision problems, as

well as chronic illness.

If your child has special needs, you have special needs, too, needs that range from expert advice to old-
fashioned common sense. You need information that matters, from people who care. Y ou need

Exceptional Parent.

Use this coupon
to subscribe and
Exceptional Parent
will donate $8.00
of your subscription
price to your local
organization.

$10 donation for a
2-year subscription,
$12 donation for a
3-year subscription!

MAIL TO:
Exceptional Parent M agazine
P.O. Box 3000, Denville, NJ 07834-9964

Y ES, enter my subscription to Exceptional Parent for:
01 Oneyear (12 issues) for $24.00
[0 Two years (24 issues) for $40.00
O Threeyears (36 issues) for $54.00

O My check isenclosed [0 Charge my: I Master Card [ Visa

Account # Exp Date

Signature

Please print or type:

Name

Address

City State Zip

Telephone ( )

Organization: Dreammsfor KidsInc. Code: D86
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SPECIAL EDUCATION continued from Page 5

criteria as school-age children with the addition of one new category,
called established medical disability. Thismedical condition or congenital
syndrome must have a high predictability of requiring special education.

Infants and toddlers who are younger than three years of age who have
developmental delays or that are at-risk of such delay, or who have low-
incidence disabilities (visual, hearing, or orthopedic impairments and are
not otherwise eligible for regional center services) are eligible for early
intervention services under PL99-457 (Part H). Regional centers are the
responsiblelead agenciesfor infantsand toddlerswho have devel opmental
delaysor at-risk of delay; local education agencies have responsibility for
those who have solely low-incidence disabilities.

Educational agencies are required to provide assistive technology for
students as a reasonable accommodation under the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) and section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
Students who are not eligible for special education under the IDEA
because they do not fit into one of the defined categories, and/or because
their learning problems are not severe enough to qualify for special
education, may still receive assistive technology to allow them equal
access and opportunity to participate with peers who do not have
disabilities. [
PART II NEXT MONTH

—_Y T

Mar ket pl ace

ABC FUNWARE

Large buttons, colorful screens, simple
straightforward letters & objects! Allows
for easy interaction with the computer!
Kids love it' Human voice speaks letters
and words! Sound card recommended,
but not required. PC Windows.

Money Back Guarantee!
Send $12.95 to:

ABC FunWare
Options Publishing
30043 US Hwy 19N, Suite 101
Clearwater, FL 34621-1032

FUN SWITCH-ADAPTED TOYS!

Names they know and love, - Sesame
Street - Disney Mirrors - Holiday toys.
Easily set into motion.

Switch Kids, Inc.
8507 Rupp Farm Drive
West Chester, OH 45069
Phone/FAX: 513-860-5475

=

Publix, Inc.

Bob & BarbaraLavigne

a special Thank You to our Supporters....

E-Systems, ECI
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The SenSei® System

The SenSei system from Safko
International is designed to offer new
independencefor physically, cognitively
and communicatively impaired persons.
By providing affordable, unassisted
accessto computing technology, SenSel
enables persons to communicate and
control their environment in the home,
office, and classroom. A single-system
approach, SenSei is comprehensive,
flexible, and easy-to-use for persons of
all ages. Controls more than 250
electrical appliances, offers hands free
telephone access, and more with no
specia wiring.

(Safko Int’'l: 800.SenSei5)

kidDraw™ Drawing Tablet

kidBoard, inc., creators of the award-
winning computer keyboard for kids,
has unleashed the full creativity of kids
with theintroduction of kidDraw. Now
kids can draw, trace, print and create
their own art with an electronic penona
computer connected drawing tablet.
kidDraw comeswithacompletedrawing
application which allowskidsto “useit
right out of the box.” It comes with ten
fun activity gamesto get kids started. In
no time they’ll be able to use the
electronic pen on the tablet just like a
pencil or crayon. kidDraw “draws’
children right into the computer age.
(kidBoard: 800.926.3066)

IEP & Transition Planning

Analysis and Simulation, Inc. of
Buffalo, NY have released their
EPLAN and TPLAN softwarefor |[EP
(Individualized Education Plan) and
Transition planning for students in
exceptional education. EPLAN isan
interactive, computer-based IEP
planning system, whereby special
education teachers, guidance
counselors, agency providers, and pupil
personnel service representatives can
quickly and effectively develop the
IEP for their students. TPLAN isa
complete environment for transition
planning for studentswith disabilities,
and runsin an integrated environment
with EPLAN.  Windows 3.1 and
Macintoshversionsareavailable. Site
licensesand demo disksare available
for both products.

(Analysis and Smulation: 716.632.4935)

Edmark Enhanced Software

Edmark in Redmond, WA, a leading
developer of educational software for
children, has released newly enhanced
CD-ROM versionsof itsaward winning
Millie' sMath Houseand Bailey’ sBook
House, designed for students with
preschool to second grade abilities. The
enhanced productsfeaturenew activities,
additional levels of difficulty and new
informational videopresentations. These
new hybrid CD-ROM versions are
designed to take full advantage of
Windows 95, and be fully compatible
with Windows 3.1 and Macintosh
computers.

(Edmark: 206.556.8428)

Braille Available for Windows

Duxbury Systems, Inc. of Littleton, MA,
developers of braille related software
products since 1975, released the
Duxbury Braille Trandator (DBT) for
Windows. DBT isaword processor that
also converts print text into braille and
vice versa. Conversion is required
because most braille readers use a
complex shorthand system known as
grade 2. DBT has tools to work with
grade 2 American, British, French and
Spanishbraille. DBT ismarketedtoward
anyone, sighted or blind, who wishesto
produce braille “in-house’.

(Duxbury Systems. 508.486.9766)




