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Using Switches

How to Select Battery Operated Toys and Switches

The importance of play for very young children when readying them for
technology use cannot be overemphasized. For children who have a
physical disability or who are generally uninterested in manipulative toys,
battery operated toys that are adapted to work with single switches can be
used. Battery operated toys and switches can be the tools for developing
play skillswith objects and with peers. They aso provide children with
physical disabilities increased control over the classroom and home
environment.

Selecting toys and switches for young preschool-aged children requires

that parents, teachers, and therapists consider several important factors. I n S | d e

The most important factor isto become an expert. Make alist of your

young child’ s strengths and needs and choose toys which meet your child’s Switch to Success 3
reguirements. Collect information from parent support groups, toy lending

libraries, information centers, manufacturers, and through exchanges with ATFSCP Notes 4

other parents, teachers, therapists, and others.

IDEA Passes Hurdle 6
When purchasing battery operated toys, it isimportant to remember that

there are different kinds of toys. It isimportant to consider a variety of Conferences 6
battery operated toys that reflect arange of sensory inputs. For example,

toys with flashing and multi-colored lights provide a visual input; tape CEC Convention 7
recorders, musical, and other noisy toys (e.g., animal sounds, sirens)

stimulate ayoung child’ s auditory senses. Blowing fans and vibrating toys Building Bridges 9
provide tactile and vibro-tactile input. Toys should also provide for a

variety of movement patterns: stationary, horizontal, vertical, and circular Minspeak Conference 10

Please see SMTCHES on Page 11 Bulletin Board 12
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My Dear Friends, May 1996

| believe that Spring is the most beautiful time of
the year. And I'm sure there isn’t any time better
than springtime in Florida! The Council for
Exceptional Children (CEC) was fortunate enough
to hold its Annual Convention in Orlando, Florida
this past month, and the attendees were presented
with four days of the bluest skies in Orlando history!
I'm sure many carried mouse ears and sunburns
home with them!

The CEC, a private nonprofit membership
organization, was established in 1922. CEC is an
active network of 59 State/Provincial Federations,
1,012 Chapters, 17 Divisions, and 330
Subdivisions. CEC accomplishes its worldwide
mission on behalf of educators and others working
with individuals with exceptionalities by advocating
for appropriate governmental policies; setting
professional standards; providing continuing
professional development; advocating for newly
and historically underserved individuals with
exceptionalities; and helping professionals obtain
conditions and resources necessary for effective
professional practice.

| have interfaced with the CEC for many years and
on many different levels, and have always been
impressed with how they have grown to be the size
that they are, while remaining sensitive to the
needs of those they serve! I'd like to take this time
as a parent to thank them for all that they do for my
child and the people in his world. And as an
Executive Director and editor, | hold them as a
model for my young but growing agency.

My kindest regards ‘till next month.....

Janet
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Switch to Success

Home Automation Newsletter, Vol 2, Issue #8, August 1995

Many people never consider how they
access a gadget, appliance, tool or
piece of equipment. Switches allow
people to turn things on and off.
However, many switches on consumer
devices do not allow easy access for
people who may have physical,
sensory or cognitive disabilities. An
ability switch allows a person with a
disahility access to a device they could
not normally operate.

There are avariety of ability switches
commercially available today that
offer awide array of access methods.
Switches can be activated by many
methods including touch, sound, eye
blink and, proximity.

Before discussing specific switches,
let’ s review switch basics. In order for
any electrical device to work there
must be a closed circuit. This means
there must be an uninterrupted flow of
electricity from the power sourceto
the motor, filament, etc. Switches
close the circuit in adevice and alow
it to operate or open the circuit to turn
the device off. All switches, regardless
of the nature of the external interface,
do the same thing: complete acircuit
within an electrical device.

There are two basic types of switches:
single and dual. The single switch
completes one electrical circuit. A
single switch may be used to turn a

device on and off directly or to scan
through alist of choices on a scanning
device (either by activating the switch
for each choice or by activating the
switch and reactivating it when the
scanner reaches your choice).

The dua switch issimply two
switchesin one (e.g., rocker switch,
sip and puff). This allows the user
more choicesin activating a given
device. For example, the user sipson
the switch attached to a scanning
device to scan through a selection of
devices. The user then puffs the switch
when the desired selection is reached
to turn on the device. Another example
isto use the sip mode to take a phone
offhook and the puff mode to select
numbersto dial.

Neither switch is better. Each type of
switch hasits advantages. It is
important to carefully consider the
user’s needs before selecting a switch.

Another aspect of switchesiswhat is
called alatched and direct switch
modes. It isimportant to understand
that these modes are not directly
related to the switch itself but rather to
the device or appliance the switch
operates. As stated above, the switch
merely opens or closes a circuit.

Many common household appliances
use latched mode. Latched mode

provides single-touch, on/off control.
The user activates the switch and the
device stays on until the switchis
activated again. To shut the appliance
off, the user activates the switch again.
Doing so opensthe circuit and the
appliance shuts off. A lamp isan
example of adevice operating with
latched mode.

Other devices use direct mode. This
mode activates the device only while
the user presses the switch. Many ice
crushers and blenders employ this type
of switch. When using direct mode,
the user must keep constant contact
with the switch to operate the device.
When there is no contact with the
switch the device shuts off.

Some switches also have timed modes.
The user presets the time duration and
the device automatically shuts off
when the time elapses. Some examples
of devicesthat use timed modes are
clothes dryers, microwave ovens and
some cameras.

Any electric device can be adapted to
an ability switch interface. Some of
the adaptations are simple and can be
done at home with inexpensive
materialsin afew minutes. Others are
more complex and may require
professional assistance. Fortunately,
most Environmental Control Units

Please see SUCCESS on Page 8
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ATFSCP Notes

The Assistive Technology Funding and Systems Change Pr oj ect

FUNDING DECISION CASE REPORT

Reported by National Association of Protection and Advocacy Systems (adapted by ATFSCP staff)
RE: Whether the school district must : 1) provide adaptive equipment to allow a student to operate a necessary
computer without assistance; 2) provide an aide to allow a student to benefit from aregular classroom.

|. Decision Date: April 7, 1995

[1. Critical Issues: Whether the
school district must: (1) provide
adaptive equipment to allow a student
to operate a necessary computer
without assistance; and (2) provide an
aide to allow a student to benefit from
aregular classroom.

SUMMARY

L. isan eighth grade student at Colton
Joint Unified School District in
Colton, California. She has cerebral
palsy and spastic quadriplegia, and
uses awheelchair. Although L. has
very limited use of her arms and legs,
she can operate a computer with a
knee switch. The Individualized
Education Plan (IEP) specified the
computer and the software necessary
for her, but did not list any adaptations
to the computer that would enable her
to use it without assistance.

The district never invited its Program
Specidlist to any of the student’s |EP
meetings, although that individual had
expertise in adaptive equipment.

The district allowed long delaysin
getting the computer and software to

L., andin making it accessible.
Results of |EP meetings held as early
as February, 1993, showed that the
student would need a computer.
However, the computer did not arrive
until January, 1994, and the software
did not arrive until later. It was only
at that point that the district realized
that another device was necessary for

L. to independently start the computer.

After several problems occurred in
obtaining this device, it wasfinally
delivered and installed in January,
1995. Thedistrict then determined
that the knee switch would be needed
for the student to use the computer.
Without the knee switch, L. would
need assistance to enter her responses.
A knee switch was borrowed in time
for the visit by the United States
Department of Education, Office of
Civil Rights (OCR) investigative team
in March,1995.

In addition to the problems with the
computer, L. was also denied the
services of anecessary aidein her
regular classroom programs for the
entire school year. L. attended two
regular classes each day. Dueto
various complications of scheduling

and overlapping aides, she received
the services of the aide less than half
of the time that one was needed.

On April 7, 1995, the OCR issued a
letter, stating that the Colton Joint
Unified School District had illegally
discriminated against a student with a
disability. Thiswas based on the fact
that the district would not give L. the
necessary adaptive egquipment, which
would allow L. to use her computer
without an aide’ s help. OCR decided
that the district’s actions were illegal,
because the district did not
consistently give the student an aide
for her use in her regular classroom
programs.

The district violated both Title Il of
the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) - which prohibits
discrimination in state and local
government programs - and Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act - which
prohibits discrimination in programs
that receive federal funds.

ANALYSIS

OCR decided that the district did not
give the student a free, appropriate,
public education (FAPE), because it




May 1996

DIRECTIONS: Technology in Special Education

Page 5

did not provide the student with an
accessible computer. Without an
accessible computer, the district was
unable to provide the appropriate
educational servicesidentified in the
student’s IEP.

OCR aso decided that the district did
not ensure that the necessary aids and
services were promptly delivered to
the student - and that thiswas a
violation of Section 504. The district
explained that the delays were caused
by coordination difficulties between
the school district and other programs.
However, OCR decided that
responsibility lies squarely with the
school district to ensure that al
students receive the necessary services
and aids promptly.

OCR also concluded that the district
violated the law when it did not
consistently provide the aide in the
regular classroom programs, an
undisputed necessary service for this
student. OCR determined that, besides
ensuring that necessary supplemental
aids and services are delivered
promptly, the district must ensure that
they are delivered consistently. For
these reasons, OCR decided that the
district was violating both the ADA
and Section 504.

SYSTEMS CHANGE,
ADVOCACY AND IMPLICATIONS
Section 504 and the ADA require
school districts to provide necessary
services, aids, and adaptive equipment

to students with disabilitiesin atimely
manner. These should be used by
advocates as they work to obtain
assistive technology devices and
services.

Opinions, such as this one from OCR,
provide help to other school districtsin
interpreting the district’ s requirements
under federal law. Only the Colton
Joint Unified School District is required
to comply with this opinion. However,
if other school districts are failing to
provide prompt and consistent delivery
of assistive technology devices and
services identified in a student’s | EP,
this opinion shows OCR'’s
interpretation of the districts
responsibilities and the conclusions
OCRislikely to draw if asimilar
complaint is filed against another
district.

In this opinion, OCR does not break
new legal ground. It follows
established principles about
reguirements on the school district. An

OCR investigation can result in a plan
that changes the policies and procedures
for an entire school district, making
assistive technology devices and
services available to all students with
disabilities.

Cite: Colton Joint (CA) Unified School
District, 22 IDELR 895 (OCR ' 95).

To secure general information on the
project, contact: Assistive Technology
Funding & Systems Change Project,
1660 L Street, NW, Suite 700,
Washington, DC 20036 Tel: (202) 776-
0406 Fax: (202) 776-0414 Email:
atfscp@aol.com. To secure information
& individual assistance on AT funding
issues, contact: 1-800-827-0093 (voice)
1-800-833-8272 (TDD), or (404) 919-
8305 (fax). [

The opinions expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect the position or the policy of the U.S.
Department of Education, and no official
endorsement by the U.S. Department of
Education of the opinions expressed herein
should be inferred.

ACTION STEPS

+ Determine what is mandated in your state.

+ Parents, students, and advocates may want to consider filing a complaint with OCR when undue
delay and/or inconsistency in implementing an IEP has the effect of denying services.

+ Parents, students, and advocates should share this opinion with school districts in similar cases.

+ To file an OCR complaint you should - on one or two pages - clearly define the problem and ask

for the action that you wish to see taken.

+ Check with other parents and parent groups to see if they are experiencing the same problems.

+ Meet and develop strategies to work as a group for action (e.g., a group of parents meeting with
the Superintendent, meeting with the principal of the school).

+ Check the government pages in your phone book to find the address and phone number of the
Office for Civil Rights in your area. Contact them with your questions and requests for information.
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. controversial amendments to the hill,
I DEA Passes FIrSt H urdle which could weaken the legislation

and/or delay itsfinal passage.

In late March, the Senate L abor and could be suspended for up to 10 days

Human Resources Committee or placed in an alternative setting for “All CEC members and other special
unanimously approved abill to up to 35 days while a permanent education advocates need to be aware
reauthorize the Individuals with placement change is considered. that IDEA still needs our support,”
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). said Nancy Safer, CEC's Interim
The bill introduces new discipline Other significant changesin the Executive Director. “As we grow
procedures for students with Senate hill concern over- and under- closer to the final version of the bill,
disabilities, enabling schoolsto more  representation of students from we must ensure our Congressional
easily remove students with disabilities  diverse cultures, mediation, representatives know which policies
from their current placement. Individualized Education Programs are effective and will work to the
(IEPs), and payment of benefit of students with special needs
The bill alows schools to expel noneducational servicesto children and the specia education field.” [
students who bring drugs or weapons  with disabilities.
to school if the behavior does not This excerpt has been taken from the
result from the child’ s disability. Though the bill is out of committee, a  CEC Today, April/May Issue, Vol 2,
Further, students who are involved major battle could ensue when it hits No 9. Contact DREAMMSfor Kids,
with weapons, drugs, or behavior the Senate floor. Several Senators Inc. at 813-781-7711 for a free copy of
resulting in “serious bodily injury” have promised to introduce thefull article.

CONFERENCES

Exceptional Computing

Date: May 28-June 1, 1996

SPECIALIZINGIN SPECIAL NEEDS SOLUTIONS

Event: American Association on Mental Retardation ....SINCE 1986
Location: San Antonio, TX *DEDICATED TO PROVIDE CUSTOMERS W I TH
|nformati0n- 800 424 3688 QUALITY PRODUCTS AT THE MOST
' ' ' AFFORDABLE PRI CES.
Date- June 7_12 1996 * CONCERNED ABOUT PRODUCT
) ,’ INFORMATION AND SUPPORT
Event: RESNA '96 WITH THE ENDEAVOR TO
H . H MATCH HARDWARE AND/OR
Locatlon_' Salt Lake Clty' UT SOFTWAREWITH THEINDIVIDUALS
Information: 703.524.6686 NEEDS.
* PROVIDING
Date: June 11-13, 1996 - SPECIALIZED ADAPTIVE DEVI CES
. ) - SPECIALIZED SOFTWARE
Event_' NECC 96 i - CONSULTATION SERVI CES
Location: Minneapolis, MN
Information: 612.638.8764 e SOFTWARE PRopucTs
*INTELLITOOLS * R.J.COOPER
* TASH *DUNAMIS
Date: June 27-29, 1996 beia Soiner
R ! R * EDMARK * MARBLESOFT
Event: National Down Syndrome Society | MAYER-JOHNSON  PLUS OTHERS
Lo . BEFORE
Locatlon_. Phoenix, AZ SUPPORT sumne THE SALE
Information: 800.221.4602 AFTER
Please call or write
Date: July 8-19, 1996
Event: 5th Annual Summer Inst. on Literacy in AAC 450 NW S6th 51, Gainesvile, Florida 32607

(352) 3318847 * Fax (352) 3314164 * email: ECI T@aol.com

Location: Chapel Hill, NC
Information: 919.966.7486
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Putting M AGic INnt0 L EARNING

The CEC, (Council for Exceptional
Children) an organization of over
54,000 teachers, administrators,
parents and others concerned with the
education of children with disabilities
and children who are gifted, held their
annual convention in Orlando, Florida
this past April. | believe that Putting
Magic into Learning was the most
complete and informative educational
conference & convention yet!

Mike Farrell, (formerly of TV's
M.A.S.H.) awell known human rights
activist and advocate began the
sessions with his warm welcome and

thoughts on how our strength to
advocate for what is right comes from
our connectedness with one another
and our unity.

With the reauthorization of IDEA
(Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act) looming out on the
legidlative horizon, there were many
sessions dealing with the legal issues
surrounding children with
exceptionalities. We found the
information in these sessionsto be
current and pertinent.

Many “strands’ were also running

throughout the length of the
conference. Strands are a series of 3-6
sequential sessionsrelated to a
particular topic. Our interest was
naturally inthe area of adaptive and
assistive technology. We found many
informative and worthwhile sessions
throughout the week.

The CEC Annual Convention brought
awealth of information to specia
education stakeholders throughout the
country. We can't wait until next
year'sevent! Oh, and by theway....
the Exhibit Hall and the Hands-On
Lab were fabulous! [

Free Subscription

For Students, Parents & Teachers

MAINSTREAM
M agazine for the Able-Disabled

beneficial for parents

and families for adjustment,
networking, resources and
support useful for
professionals to see what s
advertised and the products
used by people with disabilities.

- Laura Nelson, OTR

MAINSTREAM provides
a great deal of information
on equipment options -

as well as resource
information. The focus on
self-advocacy is a good
learning tool.

L ose your mouse and
increase your productivity.

From Wall Street to Silicon Valley, your top
competitors have replace hundreds of free mice that

came with their workstations with $199 MOU SE-

TRAK trackballs. The reason: productivity and

reliability.

R

- Darren J. Roberts,

Staff Supervisor

To begin your free 3-month subscription
write to: MAINSTREAM Magazine.

Street, San Diego, CA 92102

2973 Beech

Phone: 619-234-3138 or Fax: 619-234-3155

Productivity: Laboratory
testing has shown that only 4
hours of continuous mouse
usage can result in as much
as 60% loss of hand
strength, A trader, engineer,
or data entry user in that
condition is simply not
going to be as productive in out!
the second half of the day as
in the first. The same tests
show no signs of physical
fatigue when using a

M OUSE-TRAK.

e

=

Reliability: M OU SE-

TRAK srugged construction
resultsin much higher
reliability than mice or
consumer trackballs.

M OUSE-TRAK doesn t take
traders out of play or make
support people pull their hair

Call, Fax, or email today to
order or receive more
information about MOUSE-
TRAK.

ITAC Systems, Inc.
214-494-3073

Fax 214-494-4159
http://www.mousetrak.com
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SUCCESS Continued from Page 3

(ECU) offer an interface between the
switch and the device(s) the user may
want to control. Furthermore, several
companies sell inexpensive products
that provide ability switch access for
consumer appliances. The switch and
the appliance both plug easily into the
device allowing the user to access the
appliance.

In past issues, Home Automation has
reviewed severa of these devices
(Dec. 93; Jan. 94; Mar 94; Jul 94; Sept
94; Feb 95; Mar 95.)

If you would like additional
information regarding switches and
switch related products contact the
following companies.

AbleNet, Inc. 1081 Tenth Ave. S.E.
Minneapolis, MN 55414. 800-322-0956

AdaptTech, Inc. | SU Resear ch Park,
2501 North Loop Dr., Ames, | A 50010.
800-723-2783

Jesana Ltd., A Very Special Catalog, PO
Box 17, Irvington, NY 10533. 800-433-
4728

TASH, Inc. Unit 1-91 Station Street,
Ajax, Ontario, Canada L 1S 3H2. 800-
463-5685

Toysfor Special Children - Enabling
DevicesInc., 385 Warburton Ave,,
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706. 800-
832-8697

Additionally, don’t overlook your
local stores and mail-order catalogs as
aresource. There are many switches
available through hardware stores,
electronics stores and catalogs. While
many of the people working in these
environments may not be informed as
to disability issues, they can often be
helpful with problem solving and may
be able to make recommendations for
the best switch and how to install it. [

This information has been reprinted/
excerpted with permission from Home
Automation, a newsletter of the
HomeTech Project of Seaside
Education Associates, Inc. To receive
this free monthly newsletter, contact
the Project at: 800-886-3050.

Communication

Handson Lifeskills

*|llustrated Materials* Software and Video
* Communication Devices

Boards

Call for afull
product catalog
1-800-327-4269

SAVE
Regularly
$32.00
each

Encourage independence!  Simply Point to pictures
to express yourself!  All pladstic boards are double-
sided, with illustrations on the front and a keyboard
on the back. Boards are washable, have rounded
corners and are extremely durable. Suitable for
school, work, home, and in the community.

Three versions to choose from:

Adult, Child and Design-Y our-Own.

Adult Communication Board (CM-02AD) $25.00
Child Communication Board (CM-01AD) $25.00
Design-Y our-Own Board (CM-03AD) $25.00
WordWise Stickers are available with the Design-

Y our-Own Board for money savings price.
Design-Your-Own Board with Sticker Set
(CM-04AD) $59.00

Attainment P.O. Box 930160

company VeronaWI! 53593-0160
ine FAX: 1-800-942-4865
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Assistive Technology Seminar

Sponsored by: DREAMM Sfor Kids, Inc.
Hosted by: University of South Florida, St. Peter sburg Campus
Saturday, October 12, 1996
8:00AM - 5:00 PM

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
PARENTS OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
ALL EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION and K-12 TEACHERS

ADMINISTRATORS/ THERAPISTS/ ASSISTANTS

GET ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS LIKE THESE..

What | SAssistive Technology? Who paysfor it?
Why do | need to know about it? Who do | call for answers?
How do | learn about it? Wherecan | find out more?
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY
00
s 1 ¢ 2 DEMONSTRATIONS Om
sV 118 29 ioAﬂ% Ve K ( \(NO\N
8
T s ATEN ca) €N

(Assistive Technology Education Network)

FDLRS

Prentke Romich Company
Multimedia Designs, Inc.

For more information call (813) 781-7711
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10" Minspeak Conference

Minspeak: The Basics and Beyond-
Real Life, Real People, Real Language

July 12-13, 1996
Wooster, Ohio

About the Conference

This conference is about Minspeak, the most widely used AAC language representation system-
not just theories, but practical applications by the world s most successful ACC communicators.

For me, the crowning touch of the conference was seeing the
interaction between people who used communication devices.

Conference Highlights

Presentations by clinicians, system operators, Minsing choir singing in four-part harmony
and others who will share their success <4

Keynote addresses by Gus Estrella (UCPA) and
Karen Erickson, Ph.D. (Center for Literacy and
Disability Studiesat UNC)

<4
Sessions for the professional, they system
operator, and for the caregiver

Poster sessions on awide range of topics +
Friday night Open House at PRC
M +
A town meeting to discuss issues important Conference sessions will meet from 8:30 am. to
to persons who use AAC 5:00 p.m. on both days

For information on the conference, lodging, or transportation, call
800-262-1984, ext. 257

Prentke Romich Company
1022 Heyl Rd. Wooster, OH 44691
800-262-1984 * 330-262-1984 * Fax 330-263-4829
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SWMITCHES Continued from Page 1

movement. Examplesinclude a
drumming bear, awalking robot, a
fireman going up and down a ladder,
and asmall train or car track sets.
Toys should be chosen that can be
easily incorporated into play routines,
aswell asfor their motivation and age

appropriateness to the individual child.

As with the purchase of toys, the
teacher, therapist, and parent should
acquire avariety of switchesthat can
be used with children on different
developmental levels and physical
skills. Finding an appropriate switch
or switches that match the child’'s
physical requirementsis extremely
important. The child must have a
reliable motor movement that can
consistently activate the toy. Asthe
child becomes more capable, the more
reliable motor movements available to

=

activate switches will provide a
means of more efficiently interacting
with his or her environment. Recent
technology has provided a variety of
mechanisms for these children to
activate toys other than simply using
a switch activated by the press of a
hand. For example, children can use
an eye-blink switch or a puff switch
to activate adevice. Pressure
sensitive switches that require only a
minimal amount of movement are
now on the market. Voice activation
is now also another option.

Once children have a variety of
experiences with toys and switches,
they are often better prepared to have
more successful interactions, not
reactions, to the computer. Young
children can be trained in many of
the skills necessary for successful use

T

of computer and augmentative
communication technology without
the use of expensive or complicated
equipment. Thus, when they are
physically and developmentally ready
to use the available technology, these
children will be able to receive the
maximum benefits that technology can
make in quality of life and the ability
to learn and to become as independent
as possible. [

Source: Effective Use of Technology
with Young Children, Mary L. Wilds,
Technical Assistance Center #3,
George Mason University, Fairfax,
Virginia; printed in NICHCY New
Digest: Assistive Technology, Number
13, 1989. Contact NICHCY (National
Information Center for Children and
Youth with Handicaps) at 800-695-
0285 for a copy of the digest.

>

a special

The Spurlino Foundation

Laureate Learning Systems
The George W. Jenkins Foundation

E-Systems, ECI

Thank You

to:
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DynaVox 2 & DynaVox 2c

Sentient Systems Technology, Inc.
has announced the release of a new
line of state-of-the-art augmentative
communication devices - DynaVox2
and DynaVox 2c. These units offer
the choice of acolor display, built-in
environmental control capabilities,
more communication memory and
are lighter in weight than the
company’ s current DynaVox product.
Additional features include: optional
display color, increased portability,
environmental control unit, more
memory, and expanded
communication software.

Sentient has also introducing
DynaVox2 software for DOS and
Mac computers. This software will
turn ageneral purpose computer into
an augmentative communication
device.

These Sentient Systems products are
being carried by Adaptive Consulting
Services, Inc., an independent
augmentative communication
consulting firm specializing in
communication devices and adaptive
devices for computer access and
environmental control. Contact them
at the following number for more
information.

Adaptive Consulting Services, Inc.
253 Merritt Square Mall, Se 642
Merritt Island, FL 32952
800.515.9169

Set Up AAC Summer Camp!

Prentke Romich Company, Wooster,
OH - AAC summer camps are afun
and effective way to help people who
cannot speak become more effective
with their speech-output
communication devices. They provide
an opportunity for focused learning,
social interaction, and experiencesin
anew environment. Many people
would like to hold one but either don’t
know what is required or may be
intimidated by the process. The
newest instructional book from
Prentke Romich Company can help.

The Camp Cookbook provides
guidelines on how to set up a
successful summer camp. It helps
camp planners to address
organizational and planning issues, as
well as basic who, what, when, where,
why and how questions. The Camp
Cookbook is currently available from
the Prentke Romich Company for
$15.

Prentke Romich Company
1022 Heyl Road

Wooster, OH 44691
800.262.1933

Unifix Software from Didax

Didax Educational Resources, of
Rowley, MA has announced the
release of Unifix Software. Unifix
hel ps children make the connection
between concrete hands-on
experiences and abstract math
concepts. The program was created
for use by children with awide range
of abilities. All features are accessed
with the mouse or single switch
devices. No keyboard skills are
required.

Unifix cubes and support materials
are already a favorite with special
and remedial teachers. Their colorful,
tactile nature makes them an ideal
resource for creating motivating,
structured math activities. Unifix
Software expands the way that Unifix
materials can be used with special
needs students. M ouse access means
that many special needs students are
able to use the program.

The program is easily modified by
teachers to match age and ability
levels of students, and musical notes
or sounds can be added to cube
colors. The software also has built in
access for children with severe
physical challenges. A wide range of
switch devices can be used.

Didax Educational Resources
395 Main Street

Rowley, MA 01969
800.458.0024




