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Communications

FATIC: Communication at Its Best!
by JANET HOSMER

To communicate means to have interchange of thoughts. We communicate
for obvious reasons, and we as a people are generally trying to increase our
ability to communicate.

The act of communicating can take place on a one to one, one to many,
many to one or many to many basis, depending upon the circumstances
surrounding the need to communicate. Generally, when we think of
communications in relationship to children or individuals with specia

needs, we automatically picture an augmentative communication device of
some sort. From the simplest picture board to the most elaborate computer
controlled alternative communication device, there are literally thousands of
way's that these devices are used to increase an individual’ s ability to
communicate with their world.

But that’s not the type of communication | had in mind. I’'m thinking about
the type of communication that provides necessary information to
thousands of people in onefell swoop! 1'm thinking about four fabulous
dayswhere you can pick an expert to listen to... 1'm thinking about
education... and sharing... and growing... |I’'m thinking about that place
where some dedi cated organi zation decides to bring those who need to
learn, and those who can teach, together. Naturally, I’ m thinking about a
conference!

The Florida Educationa Technology Conference (FETC) and The Florida
Assistive Technology Impact Conference (FATIC) were held jointly in

Please see FATIC on Page 8
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My Dear Friends, 3/96 _ ) )
Technology in Special Education
ISSN: 1079-607X
I'd like to say hello and thank-you to everyone | Editor / Publisher
met at FATIC in Orlando! What a wonderful Janet P. Hosmer

group of individuals. Technical Editor

Chester D. Hosmer, Jr.
And, I'd like to dedicate this month’s issue to a

little lady | met while traveling the crowded halls
at FATIC this year. She’s an adorable almost

Administrative Assistant
Nancy Brown

Kindergartner who was just zipping around that Educational Consultant
. . . . Donna M. Eno

great big convention center like she owned it!

And having an absolute blast! Go get ‘em Contributors

Shelby.... don't let anybody get in your way! Sandy Osborn

A hearty welcome to RJ Cooper and DREAMMS ro Kips, INc.

; ; 2763 Tasha Drive
Consultan_ts for Communlcgtlon Technology Clearwater, FL 34621-1223
(CCT). ltis a pleasure adding you to our VOICE/FAX: 813.781.7711

growing list of friends and associates.
DREAMMS@aol.com

DREAMMS@ix.netcom.com

Changes are going on again at DREAMMS for http://users.aol.com/dreamms/
Kids! Looks like we’re planning a small
Summer Assistive Technology Seminar right DIRECTIONS: Technology in Special Educa-
here in our very own Tampa Bay backyard! tion is published monthly (except July) by
Yom : : DREAMMS for Kids, Inc., (Developmental Re-
We're in the pro‘?ess of IOCkmg in a date for_the search for the Effective Advancement of Memory
room, and securing sponsors! Look for details and Motor Skills), a non-profit service agency
in our upcoming issues or in the mail. It and information clearinghouse. Annual home
. b inf . ked dav! delivery subscription rate is $14.95 U.S., $17.95
promises to be an information packe ay: Canadian, and $29.95 Int’l. (U.S.$) Single cop-
ies are available inthe U.S. for $2.50. Add $1.00
And be sure to check out our Web Page to see for postage outside U.S.
what we’ve got going on there. There’s lots of Authors - We welcome editorial submissions.
new things for you to see and p|ay with! I'm Please include name, address and phone. Sub-

mission will be returned with self addressed

sure you'll find our On-Ramp page a real help stamped envelope, if desired

too! (http://users.aol.com/dreamms/)

Vendors - We welcome product news. Please

. include pricing and contact name with press
Gotta run for now.... my kindest personal re,eases? 9 P

regards!

Copyright © 1996 by DREAMMS for Kids, Inc.
Permissionto reprint all or part of this publication
Janet with acknowledgment to DIRECTIONS: Tech-
nology in Special Education,and DREAMMS for
Kids, is granted. Articles are presented for
information purposes only -- no product en-
dorsement is expressed or implied.
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Book Review

Handbook of Adaptive Switches and Augmentative Communication Devices

Cindy George and Warren Lacefield, Academic Software, Inc.

Academic Software, Inc. of Lexington,
KY hasjust recently released their
Handbook of Adaptive Switches and
Augmentative Communications
Devices. If you perform assistive
technology assessments, or are an
assistive technology specialist, teacher,
or therapist, this publication iswritten
just for you! The purpose of this
handbook isto provide professionals
and consumers with assessment tools
and information resources for selecting
appropriate control interface devices
for persons who have difficulty
interacting with their environment.
Thisincludes individuals with learning,

intellectual, or physical disabilities;
very young persons,; and/or elderly
persons. Besides fully describing
scores of adaptive switches and
augmentative communication devices,
the handbook also contains
introductory instructional material that
isinvaluable for any professional
trying to best serve the needs of the
personsin their care. Itisavailable
from Academic Software, Inc., 331
West Second Street, Lexington, KY
40507. Reach their salesoffice at
800-842-2357, or send a FAX to 606-
231-0725.

The DREAMMS for Kids
Spring Catalog
is ready!
Call or FAX

813.781.7711

Have you tried

Key Wi*

Unlock the silence barrier
with Keys for Windows, CCT’s
newest Communication
program for Windows. All of
the ease and affordability of
Handy Speechin a new,
more powerful interface.
Create entire
conversations,

*Key WI: Keys for Windows

Lately?

EBM
Classroom
D esk

More powerful storage capacity
improved and expanded word
prediction, abbreviation expansion
and logical letter coding
capabilities. Accesswithasingle
witch, mouse head mouse, or
keyboard.

call a friend

on the telephone,
manage your
business or
personal affairs.

Have you tried a Key Wil lately?

CCT Consultantsfor
Communication Technology
508 Bellevue Terrace,
Pittsburgh PA 15202
Tel 412/761/6062 Fax 412/761/7336

Assistive Technology
of Today with the
Built-ins for Tomorrow

Call 1-800-815-5719 for more information
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ATFSCP Notes

The Assistive Technology Funding and Systems Change Pr oj ect

FUNDING DECISION CASE REPORT <> INSURANCE AND AUGMENTATIVE COMMUNICATION DEVICES

BACKGROUND

Mr. and Mrs. A. have health benefits
provided by Mr. A.’semployer. The
coverage is nhot an insurance policy,
but a health benefit plan funded by the
employer. The employer contracts
with an insurance company to
administer its plan and to decide what
iscovered. The A.’shave a 15-year-
old son, Brian, who has many
disabilities, including an expressive
communication disability.

AAC RECOMMENDATION

Many speech-language pathol ogists
have evaluated Brian, and all have
recommended an augmentative
communication device - the Alpha
Talker - for hisuse. Hisdoctor has
agreed with these recommendations,
and has prescribed the device.

BENEFITS PLAN INITIAL RE-
SPONSE

The family submitted a request to the
administrator of the benefits plan. It
included the recommendations of the
speech-language pathol ogists and the
doctor’ s prescription. The insurance
company denied funding, however,
stating that it does cover the device.
The other reason given was that the
device was not “patient-specific.” The

by Lew Goallinker, Esq., November 1995

letter did not explain what it meant by
this statement, nor did it identify the
person who made the decision.

Mr. and Mrs. A. did not accept this
response as afina answer. They
contacted an attorney to review the
letter, and to discuss their options.
Mr. and Mrs. A. expressed concern
that Mr. A.’s employment was not
covered by acontract. Hewas
concerned that if he “pushed too far,”
he could befired. The family did not
want to do anything that would
involve a court appeal, dueto afear of
retaliation. (NOTE: The Americans
with Disabilities Act protects a
claimant from retaliation by the
employer.) An appeal to acommittee
of company managers was the only
way to pursue the claim. Only Mr. A.
could attend the session, not the
attorney or Mrs. A.

APPEAL PROCESS

The family asked their attorney to
prepare a detailed review of the
benefits plan, in as objective atone as
possible. Thisreview could not
mention lawsuits or further appeals,
athough the family did permit the
attorney to state that certain conduct
might be violation of federal law.

The review was prepared as an
advisory letter to the parents. Mr. and
Mrs. A. felt that thiswas the least
challenging way to present the
information. The review addressed:
(a) the “ patient-specific” features of
the devices; (b) lack of coverage as
DME; and (c) pre-existing condition
status. These points are covered in the
following sections.

“Patient-Specific:” Thereview
addressed the denial based on the
device s not being “ patient-specific,”
asfollows:

The Alpha Taker is highly patient-
specific, asare al communication
devices. The device must be coded
with symbols, words, and phrases
specific to your son. The symbols
must be those he recognizes as
representing certain words or phrases,
and the words and phrases themselves
must be the messages he determines as
meaningful expression, based on his
communication needs.

In addition, the Alpha Taker relieson
“digitized” speech, which requires
someone to say the specific words or
messages spoken by the device. Not
only are these items specific to your
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son, they must be specific to the
current time. Asyour son’s
communication needs change, the
messages that the Alpha Talker
produces, and the codes used by your
son to produce those messages, must
change aswell.

The Alpha Taker will have to be
customized for your son’s use.
Whoever reached the conclusion that
the device is not “ patient-specific,”
does not know how AAC devices
work.

Lack of DME Coverage: The attorney
also addressed the benefit provider’s
claim that the device was not
“covered,” by referring to services that
were listed as covered (e.g., speech-
language pathology, prosthetic
devices, and durable medical
equipment) and specific exclusionsin
the policy.

Pre-existing Conditions. One of the
most significant barriers to coverage
of the Alpha Talker was the benefit
plan limitation related to “pre-existing
conditions.” In the benefits plan
booklet, there was an exclusion for
conditions that arose before the
employee joined the plan. The
guestion was whether the time periods
listed in the plan would exclude
coverage for Brian. The plan stated
that pre-existing conditions were not
subject to coverage until:

“more than three consecutive months
have passed during which a covered
person has not received treatment for,
or medical expenses due to the
condition; or more than twelve
consecutive months have passed since
the covered person became covered
under the plan.” The attorney
addressed whether these rules applied
to Brian. Hewrote:

The pre-existing condition limitation
reguires the passage of one of three
stated events and/or time periods
before coverage will occur. However,
the pre-existing condition limitation
does not state whether the longest or
shortest time period must pass, and the
rules of interpretation cited above will
cause the shortest limitation to apply.
That is, the first exception which
reguires no more than three
consecutive months to have passed
during which a covered person has
received no treatment for, or medical
expenses due to the condition.

It isimportant to consider what
“condition” is subject to the limitation.
Y our son is seeking adevice to treat
an expressive communication
disability. That isthe most precise fit
between “condition” and “treatment.”
Thus, it should not matter that your
S0ON receives ongoing treatment or
incurred medical expenses due to any
other conditions during the limitations
period. Therelevant questionis

whether he received treatment for or
incurred medical expenses due to
expressive communication disability.

A second point to focus on is the use
of theword “or” in this limitation. It
will also be used to create the
narrowest limitation that is consistent
with the plain wording of the sentence.
It will be read to require proof that
there was no treatment, OR even if
there was treatment, there was no
medical expenses due to the condition.
Thisisimportant. Your son may very
well have had “treatment” related to
his expressive communication
disability in the form of speech-
language services provided by his
school. But as a matter of federal law,
that treatment must be provided as part
of aFree Appropriate Public
Education (FAPE). Individualswith
Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C.
Sec. 1401 et seq.

On this basis, the conditionsin the
limitation will be satisfied; these
services should not have been billed to
the health benefits plan, and thus, no
medical expenses should have been
incurred.

Ultimately, you will have to show that
your son has not received treatment in
the form of “ speech therapy,”
“prosthetic devices,” or durable
medical equipment related specifically
to his expressive communication

Please see ATFSCP on Page 11
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Per sonal

Assessment
Documenting the Need

Good decisions about purchasing
assistive technology begin with an
individual assessment that takes
into account what you want the
technology to do for the consumer
when you consider the consumer’s
abilities, limitations and
performance with technology at
home, at school and about the
community. The assessment
should provide a profile that
matches the needs and skills of the
individual with appropriate
features of the technology. This
will be your guide as you look for
assistive devicesthat have all or
most of the characteristics that are
needed.

funding

Assi stive

by SANDY OSBORN

Equipment Trials
Providing Justification

Appropriate equipment not only meets
the physical, cognitive and emotional
needs of the individual, but they do so
in the least restrictive, least
complicated and least expensive way
possible. Before you try to finds funds
to purchase the device with the most
“bells and whistles’, be sure that you
have arranged for the potential user to
try each device that meets the profile
devel oped through the assessment.
Each equipment trial should befor a
minimum of 30 days so that the user
and the family members can become
thoroughly familiar with the actual
operational strengths and weaknesses
of each piece of equipment. You are

n o w readytocompare
information you have
gathered to make afinal
determination about which
assistive device, if any,
meet the user’ s needs best.
Y ou may be surprised to
find how often the most
simple technology becomes
the technology of choice.

Devi ces

Vendor Information
Getting Informed

Assistive Technology equipment
eventually wears out, breaks, or
reguires maintenance and repair.
Manufacturers suggest budgeting
10% of the initial cost of the device
annually in anticipation of repairs
and replacements. Before the final
decision, thereisinformation from
the vendor/manufacturer that you
need. Are there newer technologies
available that may be more suited to
the needs of the individual? Are
there upgrades or expansions
available for the technology as the
user’s skillsincrease? Does the
vendor sell used equipment or buy
back used equipment? Isthere afee
for this service? Istraining provided
with the purchase? What does it
cost? Whereisthe training given?
Aretraining materials available? If
so, in what format? Where can you
get maintenance and repair
services? Are there loaner or rental
devices availableif yoursisin for
repair? What is the vendors return
policy?
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Funding Sources
Where Do | Get the Money?

When you are seeking help from
outside funding sources, be sureto
coordinate the efforts of al groups
that provide you services. When the
assessment is requested, be sure that
al agencies are invited to participate
or at least know that the assessment
istaking place. Seek multiple
funding sources so that the expense
may be shared. The results of this
collaborative participation is
ownership in the process which leads
to shared responsibility. Let me give
you an example. An augmentative
communication deviceis
recommended for a non-speaking
student. The school staff, the family
and developmental services have
been active and knowledgeable
participant in the assessment process.
The final recommendation after the
assessment and equipment trials was
a dedicated communication aid.
Developmental services and the
family insurance carrier agreed to
share the cost of the communication
aid. The school district agreed to
provide training in the use and care
of the device to the family and school
staff for aslong asit is needed and
the student isin school. The school
district also took the responsibility
for maintenance of the device. The
outcome was an assistive technol ogy
user receiving the most appropriate
assistive device through collaboration
and commitment on the part of each
participant in the process.

e ] )
Requests are sometimes denied for
one of several reasons...

The reviewers at the funding source lack understanding or knowledge about
assistive technology,
The funding source has a conservative payment philosophy regarding
technology,
There is insufficient or unclear information; and

There is a lack of funding source money.

There are private funding sources like
United Cerebral Palsy, Inc., Easter
Seal Rehabilitation Center, Inc.,
Rotary Clubs, Lions Clubs and other
local service clubs. There arelocal
foundations in large communities that
seek to help peoplein their
communities. There are state and
federal funding sources that serve
specific age and disability groups. For
example, Florida s Health and
Rehabilitative Services serve families
through Children’s Medical Services,
Part H Infants and Toddlers Programs
and Developmental Disability
Services. Vocational Rehabilitation
serves adults through the Division of
Blind Services and the Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation. Schools,
school districts, Medicaid, Medicare,
CHAMPUS and Socia Security
Supplemental Security Income
programs may also be sources of
assistance.

Sometimes you must try to locate an
outside payer. Y ou will be looking for
an agency, organization or foundation
to whom you can apply. Inthiscase,
you need information on how each
organization makes funding decisions,
what ligibility criteriaare required,
who in the organization makes these
decisions and when they honor
reguests. Most organizations need to
know the medical diagnosis,
employment or educational status and
the income level. The assessment
report should accompany each
application and include: why and how
the Assistive device was selected,
information about the equipment trials
and how the technology will improve
the individual’s ability to function. It
should a'so include specific
information about the device to be
purchased including the exact device
description, manufacturer, cost and al
necessary accessories. Y ou aso may
include a physician’s prescription,
letters of medical necessity, private
insurance status and information
regarding public services and support
received.

Securing funds for assistive
technology devicesis not atask for
the faint hearted. Persistencein

Please see Funding on Page 9
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FATIC Continued from Page 1

Floridain February. ThiswasFATICs
fifth anniversary, and over 4,000
teachers, administrators, therapists and
parents attended this year' s assistive
technology conference. A true sign
that information pertaining to finding,
evaluating, funding, acquiring and
using assistive technologies and
computersisin great demand!

FATIC provided break-out sessions or
lectures presented by scores of
assistive technology and educational
experts from around the state and the
country. Inthefirst general session,
Dr. James L. Kern, showed usthe
importance of interpersonal interaction
in our relationships, and gave us atrue

glimpse into understanding ourselves.
His humor and life experiences set the
tone for an exciting and illuminating
teaching conference. Many teachers
and technology specialists from
throughout the state of Florida cameto
sharetheir technology related “best
practice” storiesin order to help their
counterparts in similar situations. The
exchange of information and the level
of communication were running on
high.

The FETC/FATIC exhibit hall was
filled with the latest and greatest in
educational technologies. Vendors
from across the globe (around 400 in
al) were there to show what the world

of technology had to offer educators
and parents thisyear. Computers,
scanners, LCD panels, hearing
devices, printers, software, and even a
talking robot were packed into a bright
and bustling hall. Microsoft, Apple,
Claris, America Online, Compagq,
Edmark.... all the biggies were
there.... set up right alongside the
smaller companies whose products
and services were every hit as
important and necessary in the world
of education! Every one of the
thousands of attendees went home
stocked with product information and
ready to fill out their wish list for next
year. It wasawild and crazy place!

Please see FATIC on Page 10

I (I

California?

Have you ever wished for time with your
special needs child and your family, all of
you intensely exploring technology options,
with your own personal techno-guide, while
you re vacationing in sunny southern

RJ Cooper isinternationally known for
his contribution to Special Needs

MoneyCoach is
amultimedia
software program
designed
specifically to give
individuals with
cognitive challenges
more independence
and better
understanding in
budgeting and

checkbook management. !
I can t helpitif | mgood at this!

MONEYCOACH

@z

Interactive media overcomes |
deficitsin reading, writing .
and math '

_______________________

- Carl, Special Needs User

from state-of-the-art technology.

RJ Cooper & Assoc.
24843 Del Prado #283
Dana Point, CA 92629

Technology and his hands-on work with
children with sever-profound disabilities.
Come see how your child might benefit

Tech-W eeks are available year round!

1-800-RICOOPER (for free brochure)
Voice: 714-240-4853 Fax: 714-240-9785
Email: ri@rjcooper.com WWW: http://www.rjcooper.com
000000000 00O0COCOCEOGOOO

EDUCATIONAL EDITION Provide hands=on experience in the real
world of budget priorities and limits; prints sample and practice checks on
the same page; ideal forlife-after-school simulations; holds up to five
accounts.

AGENCY EDITION - print read to-sign checks or work with existing
checkbooks for an unlimited number of accounts; complete budgeting
documentation, including expenditure updates; save staff time with
perfectly maintained and balanced checkbook registers

HOME USE EDITION Same as Agency Edition, only limited to five
accounts; computer use can be effective tool in enhancing the self-esteem
of developmentally disabled users

1-800-864-4264

PH 719-444-0252
FAX 719-444-0269

30 Day Money Back Guarantee!
Meeting the Challenge, Inc.

3630 Sinton Road, Suite 103
Colorado Springs, Co 80907
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CONFERENCES

Date: March 6-9, 1996
Event: 1996 LDA International
Conference
Location: Dallas, TX
Information: 412.341.1515

Date: March 19-23, 1996
Event: CSUN, Technology &
Persons with Disabilities
Location: Los Angeles, CA
Information: 818.885.2578

Date: March 26-28, 1996

Event: Arc Governmental Affairs
Seminar

Location: Washington, DC

Information: 800.433.5255

Date: March 29-April 1, 1996
Event: International Parent to
Parent Conference
Location: Albuquerque, NM
Information: 800.564.4772

Date: April 1-5, 1996

Event: CEC Annual Conference
Putting Magic into Learning

Location: Orlando, FL

Information: 800.486.5773

Date: April 29-May 3, 1996
Event: 17th Annual International
Conference on MR/DD
Location: New York, NY
Information: 212-563-7474 x 140

Date: May 28-June 1, 1996
Event: American Association on
Mental Retardation
Location: San Antonio, TX
Information: 800.424.3688

Funding continued from Page 7

securing information from potential
funding sources, providing all the
necessary documentation and
following up on applicationsis aways
necessary.

Be willing to appeal the denia if the
funding source has an appeal s process.
Y ou as the technology user or family
caregiver are your own best advocates.
If you demonstrate arelentless will to
succeed and determination to find
assistance, someone or group will
come to your aid. In this time of
reducing the national debt, the task of
funding personal use assistive
technology has many challenges.

Sources: Putting the Pieces Together, A

Florida Resource Guide for Assistive
Devices and Services; developed by the
Assistive Technology Education Network
of Florida (ATEN) 1995. Proceedings of
Educational Technology Conference and
Expo, August 1995, Orlando, FL.

Lifespace Access Profile: Assistive

Technology Assessment and Planning for
Individuals with Severe or Multiple

Disabilities; 1993, Lifespace Access, P.O.
Box 2355 Sebastopol, CA 95473. [I

Sandy Osborn is a private consultant in the
areas of special education, assistive
technology and adaptations for children
and adults with multiple challenges.
Contact her at IDEAS Special Needs
Consults, Inc. at 407.332.7770.

.
IAVE |J HEARD ?

Johneita Cohens of
Tallahassee, FL won
Don Johnston’s Ke:nx

On:Board
alternative keyboard
from DREAMMS for

Kids at The Florida
Assistive Technology

Impact Conference
(FATIC) in February!

Congratulations!

Need Help?

Can't Find What
You Need?

GetaTech Pak!
813.781.7711
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FATIC continued from Page 8

The FETC/FATIC Hands-On Lab (my
personal favorite place) gave
thousands of teachers and parents the
ability to “play” with the adaptive and
assistive technologies being used in
schools and homes today. The lab was
quieter and there stations set up for
teachers and parents to use and try out
the newest in assistive technologies
available for the child with special
needs. A focused subset of vendors
(about 25) were present to show you
what they had and then let you sit
down an play with it! Edmark, Don
Johnston, Laureate, IBM Special
Needs, and quite afew others spent
the better part of 4 days interacting

with teachers and parents at aface to
facelevel. It wasgreat! Oh.... and of
course, DREAMM S was there too
showing al of our new assistive
technology information based products
and services and talking to lots and
lots of teachers and parents. We had a
wonderful time!

I’m sad to have to report that this will
be FATIC'slast year as part of FETC.
It seemed like such agood ideato
combine two growing and similar, yet
definitely distinct themes into one
large conference. To many that made
sense. Unfortunately to many it
didn't. So next year FATIC will not

be combined with FETC. But...

Y ou can rest assured that FATIC will
continue as aconference in Florida
serving the parents and teachers of
children with special needs. We're
sure of that. Because the numbers say
that FATIC should be a conferencein
itsown right. And the planners do
such agreat job! And there are too
many people that want to seeit
continue!

| don’'t know about you..... but I'm
bettin’ itsasurething! Keep your
comfortable shoes ready, and let’ s wait
and see what happens......... I

Exceptional
Parent

$8 donation

The M agazine for Families and Professionals

SUBSCRIPTION-DONATION PROGRAM

For 25 years EXCEPTIONAL PARENT has been providing information,
practical guidance, and emotional support for parents and professionals
who care for children and young adults with disabilities or special health

care needs.

SUBSCRIBE
*EXCEPTIONAL PARENT
and we will make an

to your organization

$10 donation

for a 2-year subscription,

$12 donation

Account #:

My check is enclosed

for a 3-year subscription!

ORGANIZATION: DREAMMS FOR KIDS, INC.
MAIL TO: Exceptional Parent, P.O. Box 3000, Dept. EP, Denville, NJ 07834

[] YES! Please enter my subscription to EXCEPTIONAL PARENT for:

L1 year (12 issues) just $28.* ) years (24 issues) just $45.* (s years (36 issues) just $63.*

*US funds only. Canada $39 per year. Other foreign countries $42 per year.
Please charge my credit card account: Clvisa LM astercard

Exp. Date:

Name

Telephone ()

Street Address

To welcome new friendsto EXCEPTIONAL PARENT and to give
something back to the non-profit groups that serve our readers, we ve
created the SUBSCRIPTION-DONATION PROGRAM.

Subscribe to this award-winning magazine through this program and help
us help you. Weknow that if your child has special needs, you have
special needs, too needs that range from expert advice to ol d-fashioned
common sense. Y ou need EXCEPTIONAL PARENT.

Signature:

City, State, Zip
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ATFSCP continued from Page 5

disability in three consecutive months;
or, that your son incurred no medical
expenses due to his expressive
communication disability in three
consecutive months; or, considering
the other limitation applicable to pre-
existing conditions, that regardless of
whether treatment was received, and
expenses incurred, that more than
twelve consecutive months have
passed since your son became a
covered dependent under the plan.

These are the general limitations that
will have to be satisfied before your
son can access AAC devices under
any of the benefits that are covered by
the plan. It may very well be that your
employment is greater than one year,
and the longest of the limitations
periods already will have passed. If

30, then this clause will have no
meaning to your son’s Alpha Talker
request.

Mr. and Mrs. A. submitted the
attorney’ s letter to the employer’s
review committee, along with the
medical documentation that they had
initially presented to the insurer.

STATUS

Based on documents submitted to
the review committee, along with
Mr. A.’spresentation tothe
committee, the employer agreed to

purchasethe Alpha Talker for Brian.

To secure general information on the
project, contact: Assistive Technology
Funding & Systems Change Project,

1660 L Street, NW, Suite 700,
Washington, DC 20036 Tel: (202)
776-0406 Fax: (202) 776-0414
Email: atfscp@aol.com. To secure
information & individual assistance
on AT funding issues, contact: 1-
800-827-0093 (voice) 1-800-833-
8272 (TDD), or (404) 919-8305
(fax). [

The opinions expressed herein do
not necessarily reflect the position
or the policy of the U.S. Department
of Education, and no official
endorsement by the U.S.
Department of Education of the
opinions expressed herein should be
inferred.

-

T

Y

F

a special

Publix, Inc.

Thank You

to our sponsors

The Spurlino Foundation

Tom & Sue Zoltner
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New from RJ Cooper

DanaPoint, CA - RJ Cooper and
Associates has just released two new
products for Macintosh and Windows.
Point to Pictures (PTP), an early
augmentative communication trainer,
is an update of the older version for
Applell, with new features like
recordable names, phrases, and
prompts. It also contains a new user
interface, IntelliK eys support, ability
to import clipArt (PICT for Mac,
BMP for Windows) and alibrary of
20 movies that are great beginning
points for early augmentative
communication training. PTP also
incorporates Picture Scanner, making
it available to switch users. Picture
Scanner is now a part of PTP.
Turn-Talking (TT) is an entirely new
program and concept for teaching
conversational skills. It’slike taking
turns and talking or conversing, and is
known as a conversation ‘trainer’. TT
can be operated by 2 non-verbal
persons, 1 non-verbal and 1 speaking,
and even 2 speaking persons. TT will
guide that conversation in every step
of theway. Both PTPand TT are
available as a demo diskette for the
Macintosh or Windows. For
information:

RJ Cooper

Soecial Ed. & Rehab Tech Specialists
24843 Del Prado

Dana Point, CA 92629
800-RJCooper

KV-WORD for MS-DOS and Windows

Warner, NH - Kidsview Software, Inc.
announces the release of KV-WORD for
MS-DOS and Windows, aWY SIWY G
(What Y ou See on the screen Is What

Y ou Get) easy to learn and use word
processor. Character size, both on-
screen and print, can be set to 20 (very
large), 40 (moderate) and 80 (standard)

column. The variety of sizes makesthis

the perfect word processor for young
children asthey begin to explore
writing on the computer. KV-WORD is
true WY SIWY G with bold and
underline indicated by a changein
character color. KV-WORD also
contains features which make it suitable
for teachers and parents such as ‘ search
and replace’ and ‘ cut and paste’.
Students with low vision or special
needs will appreciate the full range of
commands which enable them to
produce professional looking
documents, including bold, underline
and centering. For information

Kidsview Software, Inc.
P.O. Box 98

Warner, NH 03278
603-927-4428

WinSCAN for PCs with Windows

Lexington, KY - Academic Software,
Inc., announces theinitial release of
WinSCAN, a new genera -purpose
single-switch interface for PCswith
Windows. WinSCAN offers aflexible,
powerful new means of computer
access for PC users, rivaling those
now available for the Macintosh and
providing new ways to access and
operate independently the next
generation of Power PC and Pentium
computers, new operating systems,
and high-performance software in the
home, school, and on-the-job.
WinSCAN gives single-switch users
independent control accessto
educational and productivity
software, multimedia programs, and
recreational activities that run under
Windows 3.1, Windows 3.11 for
Workgroups, or Windows 95 on IBM
and compatible PCs. WinSCAN works
with most external adaptive switches,
and sends appropriate keystrokes,
mouse functions, or commands to the
running program. Y ou can navigate
through Windows; choose program
icons and run application programs,
games and CD’s; even surf the
Internet with WinSCAN. For
information:

Academic Software, Inc.
331 West Second S
Lexington, KY 40507
800-842-2357




