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AAC Frustrations

By: Janet Hosmer
Executive Director, DREAMMS for Kids, Inc.

The following is a snippet from an e-mail conversation with the mother,

of ¢
boy with CP whose frustrations, I'm sure, are shared by many many parents ’

kids with special needs.
Dear Janet,

I am the mother of a 10 and 1/2 year old boy, with CP, who is non-verbal

ambulatory. Can you please help us? We are looking for schools who ha

knowledge of Augmentative Devices and education. We are currently |

Dynavox 2C. Our trouble stems from always having new team membefs w
want things different or who see my son's disability as a huge barrier. Anythin

or any place you know of would really be helpful.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Suzanne

My response

Hi Suzanne...

[

I/nor

sing

Inside

Your son needs to have an Assistive Technology evaluation done if he has Agcessible Learning

had one yet. | would suggest that you contact the Tech Act project fol

your

state (check out our web site).... They can put you in touch with an agencyRarent to Parent

your geographic area that specializes in these evaluations for kids. The

> prob-

lem with AT and especially AAC (Augmentative and Alternative CommunicaATFSCP Notes

tion) is that there are SO many devices out there, it is difficult to dete
which best suits the needs of the child.

But, once the evaluation is done, and a team determines which is best f
that is the device that will be used, and the personnel at the school MU}
law) learn the device and use it at school. (and btw, they must also PAY
device if it is stated in his IEP that he needs it for his educational progran

Please see AAC on page 8
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There is so much reasonably priceds pressed, one of seven colors is used.

software for young children commer-

cially available, it hardly seems Both Windows and Macintosh users
worth the trouble to investigate should explore the Nick Jr. website
shareware. But, there are alwayNick Jr. has made 2 dozemlue’s
those few children whose needs ar€lues games available for free.. Go|td
not best met in the commercial mar-http://www.nickjr.com/bluegames/

ket, and that is when shareware caimdex.html to download the most recent

games and to http://
www.softseek.com/
ToddlerMouse at http://www. Education_and_Science
gansler.com and My First Mouse areChildrens_Education/General
excellent examples of software thatReview 22757 index.html for links to
fills a niche for Macintosh users. other titles. Not to be outdone, the BBC
Both programs introduce children tohas made available Beletubby game,
the mouseMy First Mouse displays “Who Spilled the Tubby Custard”? alsa
a single shape on the screen. Whefree for the downloading. Go to http;/

really help.
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the child moves the cursor onto andvww.bbc.co.uk/education/teletubbies
off the object, he/she is cued with vi-activities/footprints/start.shtml. Be
sual and auditory reinforcement.
to run this program.
Toddler Mouse is the sequel to
ToddlerKeys. It is designed for smallWhile none of these games have sp
children who like to move the mouse,cific accessibility features, all use
but haven't yet quite figured out thelarge, simple graphics and familial
concept of using the mouse to movecharacters to motivate young learner
the arrow on the screen.With the addition of a utility such as
ToddlerMouse consists of one largeClicklt from Intellitools, each game
window containing the letters A to Z, can easily be modified for easy swit
and the numbers 0 to 9. When the araccessibility.
row is moved over a letter or num-
ber, that letter or number is flashedrinally,
in different colors and then “spoken” for young children would be complets
using a digitized voice. without mentioning RJ Cooper’s prod-
ucts for babies (http://www.
Toddler Keys “says” a letter or rjcooper.com/babies). ThBaby But-

no article about technology
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number (using my digitized voice) ton, available for both the Windows

when that key is pressed. The letteand the Macintosh platforms, is
or number is displayed in 256 pointbright, colorful switch that emulates
font. Letters are displayed in both up-
per and lower case. Each time a key

Please see ACCESSIBLE on page

Z'Jheck out www.dragonflytoys.com or

call 1-800-308-2208 to get your
FREE Dragon Fly (special play

9 needs) Toy Catalog




Vol 5, No 9 DIRECTIONS: Technology in Special Education Page 3

International Parent to Parent Conference

Presents: "Pioneer Spirit - Blazing New Trails"
May 5-7, 2000, in Reno, Nevada.

("No pessimist ever discovered theThe goal of this international confera wedding chapel. The Hilton Theatre,
secrets of the stars or sailed to an urence is to showcase the most innovathich seats 1600, is northern Nevada's
charted land or opened a new heavetive programs and "best practices" itargest showroom theatre featuring
to the human spirit." - Helen Keller) the area of culturally competentaward-winning shows as they show-
family-centered services. We hopease. There is a lounge featuring live
Nevada will host this 10th biennial to increase understanding, convey ientertainment and dancing seven nights
"parent to parent" conference, one oformation, provide practical applicaa week. Also one of Reno's best ar-
the largest conferences of parents angons, and/or change attitudes. Weades - "Fun Quest" has laser tag, more
families in the world. It has enjoyedare committed to featuring currenthan 200 arcade games and other fun
the attendance of individuals from agopics and issues that embodiessauff for kids of all ages. The latest out-
far away as Russia, India, South Afpledge to work collectively, acrossloor ride "Ultimate Rush" combines

rica, Afghanistan, Norway, Guam,all disciplines and email type: hang-gliding, bungee jumping and sky
New Zealand and Japan as well as diving from 185 feet.

many other countries. This Interna-subscribe p2pinfo

tional Parent to Parent Conference Surrounding Area: The Reno-Lake

will again bring parents/families andYou don't need to send a message Tahoe region has often been called the
professionals from around the worldthe body of the email. As soon agltimate playground. Rand-McNally
together to share and learn from eachiour request is received, an emajhnks the region the "number one place
other about how best to support famimessage will be sent back with infoffor outdoor fun." It's generally sunny
lies and develop best practices fomation about how to subscribe angng dry with wide variations in tem-

people with disabilities as we transi-unsubscribe to the listserve. perature during a 24-hour period and

tion into the 21st Century. averages 306 sunny days a year. The
Important Note Reno area offers plenty of indoor and

The theme acknowledges and cel- outdoor activities from zoos, a plan-

ebrates parent to parent models anid you try to reply toa I|st§erve MeSttarium and the National Automobile
philosophies and embraces the growsage, all subscribers will receivg, . i\ Reno to the Nevada State

ing recognition that it is important for Your message. Railroad Museum in Carson City. And

families with children with special eneral Area Information: Thethe wonders of Lake Tahoe are just 45

needs to know where we've been, wh : . ' “minutes away from Reno. In the Win-
eno Hilton Casino and Resort is

we are here, and where we are going.

tFr the Lake Tahoe area has 15 downhill
. . . e
Pioneering traditions create a culture

. . and 12 cross county ski centers. In the
in which it is necessary to exert stron near the Reno airport with free fish. ski. k k

. . shuttle) with 2001 rooms, featuring'sur_nmer you can 1ish, ski, kaya O_r
Ieadershlp roles. Research mdmategne of the world's largest casino$TUiSe the crystal clear waters of this
that families connected to a peer SuDSpecial features include 8 great reSpectacular fresh water lake or hike or
port network are more knOWledgeable[auramS, Just for Laughs Comedgike the Tahoe Rim Trail or numerous
about resources, have a greater S€NE&ub, a 50 lane bowling center, 4@ther area parks. There are more than
of empowerment, are more hopefulg, .. shopping mall, two movie the30 golf courses in the area. Tours are
and generally have a more positive atziars and an outdoor aqua golf rangxétfered of historical mining town Vir-
titude about their lives and the futuregyimming pool, Spa and Healt®ginia City and the Cartwright's Ponde-

of their children's lives. Club, tennis courts, virtual golf, andosa Ranch of TV's Bonanza fame! §

orthern Nevada's premier hot
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ATFSCP Notes

The Assistive Technology Funding and Systems Change Project

Source: Tech Express, December 1998
<http://www.ucpa.org/html/innovative/atfsc_index.html>

TO: Family Center Network Members
FROM: Susan Goodman, Project Director
RE: Favorable ruling on transferring assistive technology devices from school to post-

school settings.

On July 21, 1998, in response to a leaSSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY PUR- tunities on opportunities for maxi-
ter from Susan Goodman, Project CacHASED FOR STUDENTS RECEIV- mum integration in a variety of ac-
ordinator for the ATFSCP, Judy|NG SPECIAL EDUCATION SER- tivities.

Heumann, Assistant Secretary of thg|CES CAN BE USED TO FACILI-
Office of Special Education and RehaTATE TRANSITION INTO ADULT The goals of successful transition

bilitative Services at the U.S. DepartSERVICES AND PRODUCTIVE would be better achieved if students

ment of Education issued guidance tg3DULT LIFE whose technology was relevant to
among others, State Vocational Reha- their post school goals could retain
bilitation Directors, State Directors ofBy Steve Mendelsohn, Esg. and Susand use devices and services with-
Special Education, Protection and AdGoodman, Esq. out interruption during the transition
vocacy Agencies, Parent Training period. The goals of coordination

Centers, and State Tech Act AgencieBransition from school to work or otherand cost effectiveness would also be
which will enable school districts topost secondary education activities hasetter served, in many cases, if such
transfer assistive technology to othelong been a vexing problem for the diseontinuity was possible.
federal agencies, such as the state Vability community. Both the Individuals
cational Rehabilitation agency, towith Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) An analysis of why transition has
transfer assistive technology whemnd the federal Vocational Rehabilitanot worked in many cases is beyond
students move from secondary schoelon Act (VR) provide for cooperationthe scope of this report. One major
to higher education, or employmenbetween the education and rehabilitatiofactor, however, has been the fear
services. It also facilitates transfesystems in the planning of transitioron the part of school district admin-
when a student moves from ondrom educational to adult services, inistrators and rehabilitation agency
school district to another. This guid-cluding post-secondary education. Howefficials that legal constraints might
ance from the Department of Educaever, practical experience indicates thdimit the authority of school districts
tion states that federal law and reguldmplementation of this intended coopio transfer title to assistive technol-
tions allow for such transfers and theration has been limited and difficult. ogy devices to the rehabilitation
Department encourages it. Analysis agency and other post school ser-
of this guidance is included below. IfOne area where the transition problemice systems. Concerns have also
you would like to have a copy of thishas been especially apparent is that pérsisted regarding the proper pro-
policy guidance, please e-mailssistive technology (AT). Studentsedures and documentation to be
Pbrown@ucpa.org and request thgansitioning from education programsised regarding any exchange of
"equipment transfer" letter. have often been faced with the need fonds that would be involved.

give up vital AT devices and services
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCA- and to await provision of replacementn an important interpretation of the
TION TELLS ASSISTIVE TECH- devices and services by the rehabilitatiolaw issued on June 21, 1998, the Of-
NOLOGY FUNDING AND SYS- system. A long interval without technolfice of Special Education and Reha-
TEMS CHANGE PROJECT: ogy results in loss of employment opporbilitative Services (OSERS) in the




Vol 5, No 9 DIRECTIONS: Technology in Special Education Page 5

U.S. Department of Education has re“We presume that assistive technolygjuye. Thus, if the fair market value
sponded to an inquiry by Assistive techegy devices purchased by LEA’sqf a transferred device is $6000 and
nology Funding and Systems Changare often customized or otherwisethe SEA has contributed 10% to its
Project (ATFSCP) Project Coordinatormodified to suit the individual original purchase, the SEA would, in
Susan Goodman, with a clarifying letteneeds of a particular child with atheory, be entitled to $600 reim-
on this issue. By emphasizing its commitdisability, making it unlikely that pyrsement. Of course, the SEA is
ment to effective transition services, théhe LEA would need the device free to waive this reimbursement in
clarification goes a long way toward re-once the child leaves school. In in-any and all cases.
solving some of the concerns that have irstances in which that is the case, the
hibited coordinated and cost-effective useEA is permitted to transfer the de- Another point made by the letter is
of publicly funded AT devices and service to the state VR agency that ishat schools' authority to transfer
vices. In this response, Judy Heumansgerving the former student for ownership is not limited to state VR
Assistant Secretary of OSERS, states: whom the device was originally programs. While VR programs are
purchased.” Letter dated June 21gpecifically addressed by the letter
"We agree that coordination between998 to Susan Goodman, from(because of its focus on transition),
LEA’s (local education agencies) andudith Heumann, at p. 3 (quoting 34ownership transfer can be made to
state VR agencies to enable students withF.R. ' 80.32(c)(1)). any "activities currently or previ-
disabilities to continue using assistive ously supported by a federal agency."
technology devices as they move fronOrdinarily, federal regulations will | etter dated June 21, 1998 to Susan
one program to another is an efficientonly apply to equipment with a fair Goodman, from Judith Heumann, at
cost-effective means of facilitating transimarket value of $5000 or more atp. 2 (quoting 34 C.F.R. ' 80.32(c)(1)).
tion from school to work related serviceshe time of transfer. The Depart-This means that inter-district transfer
and fully support the type of cooperatiooment does not indicate how fairgf equipment can occur for students
between the agencies to which you refemarket value will be determined\who move from community to com-
We believe the EDGAR1 requirementdut there are a number of simplemunity, or when equipment currently
outlined above support this type of coopand satisfactory ways of doing thispeing stored by one district is identi-
eration.” Letter dated June 21, 1998 to Suncluding contacting the manufac-fied as being needed by another.
san Goodman, from Judith Heumann, at purer, consulting Internal Revenuepoth of these inter-district transfers
3-4 (quoting 34 C.F.R. '80.32(c)(1)). Service depreciation tables, askinGcan occur as freely as transition-
local vendors for help, and so forth.transfer to VR program.
In these cases it will be important
to maintain documentation of howThe clarification letter recognizes
Education Department General Administhe value was reached, and what bahat state law also plays a role. It is
trative Regulations, Uniform Administra-sis of depreciation was used. possible that, aside from the federal
tive Requirements for Grants and Con- regulations involved, your state may
tracts to State, Local, and Indian TribaGenerally, the rehabilitation agencyhave laws or regulations bearing
Governments. According to the Departwill have an obligation to transfer upon such transfers. Typically, this
ment, the regulations allow the continue¢unds in payment for the technol-ill not be a law barring the transfer
use of equipment by students after leavinggy only in those instances wherepyt one that establishes procedural or
school and/or the transfer of its ownershigtate Education Agency (SEA) con-documentation requirements regard-
to the rehabilitation system or other entitributed funds to the original pur- ing how it is to be done.
ties in all cases where the school distrithase of the technology. In those
does not have a continuing need for theases where the fair market valueviany states are also likely to have
device. This decision rests within the auat the time of transfer) is $5000 orprovisions allowing education and
thority of each school district but, asabove, the SEA has a right to re+ehabilitation agencies to enter into
stated in the clarification letter: ceive its pro rated share of this

Please see ATFSCP on page 9
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Family Center on Technology
and Disability

PACER
Center, Inc.

The United Cerebral Palsy Associa2. Conducting a needs assessme
tions and their project partners, Alli-and resource analysis to ensure thé
ance for Technology Access (ATA),the Center addresses documente
the Parent Advocacy Center on Eduneeds of organizations for informa-
cation (PACER), Academy for Educa-tion and draws upon information re-

tional Development (AED) and sources about technology that are
InfoUse have been awarded a contraglyrrently available.

from the Office of Special Education
Programs, U.S. Department of Educag Collecting and evaluating tech-

tion to form the Family Center on nology and disseminating informa-
Technology and Disability (Family 451 1o organizations.

Center). The purpose of the Family

Center is to assist other organizationg Developing a catalog of technol-
and programs serving families of chiI-ogy resources for organizations to

dren W.I'[h disabilities by providing |r.1— use as a resource and disseminate
formation and support on accessing, .. membership

and using technology.

5. Developing a Family Center web

In this context, technology is defined . . L
site which contains navigational

as a broad range of high-tech and low- o )

. : ... links to a bibliographic database of
tech products, including assistive _ _ _
technology devices (as defined by thénaterlals, informational resources,
Individuals with Disabilities Educa- M0del programs providing technol-
tion Act), adaptive devices, telecom-09Y information and other network
munications, multimedia, computerorganizations.
hardware and software, audiotapes
and videotapes. Specific categories of e Family Center on Technology
assistive technology devices considand Disability has been funded for
ered by the Center include cognitivefive years. For more information or
and learning aids, communication alif you are interested in being part of

ternatives, mobility and movementthis network, please contact Susan
aids, environmental controls, self-helpGoodman, Project Director, at these

skill devices, seating and positioningcontact points.
supports, work environment modifica-

tions, and leisure time adaptationsycpa, Inc

Some of the activities of the Family1660 “L” Street, NW,

Center include: WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036

o Phone: (800) USA-5UCP
1. Establishing a broad-based network’v), (202) 973-7197 (TDD);
of organizations interested in receiv-_ . (202) 776-0414: ’

Fax:
ing and disseminating information .
about technology. E-mail: Sgoodman@ucpa.org §

P ACER Center, Inc. is a parent center
tand the coordinating office for two
dhationwide efforts focusing on special
education issues: the Technical Assis-
tance Alliance for Parents program,
® which works with parent centers on
key issues related to the Individuals
with Disabilities Act (IDEA), and the
Families and Advocates Partnership
for Education (FAPE) program, which
works with agencies, organizations,
self-advocates, and families to pro-
mote the best ways to help children
with disabilities learn. FAPE also con-
Qucts outreach activities to ensure
broad-based understanding of IDEA
legislation.

For more information or to request a
free copy of the newsletter,
PACESETTER, write to PACER
Center, Inc. at 4826 Chicago Avenue
South, Minneapolis, Minnesota
55417, call toll-free 1 -888-248-0822,
or e-mail pacer@ pacer.org.
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Technology Plays Vital Role in Special Education
and Literacy Development

Source: CEC Today, Vol. 5 No 5 December/January 1999

Once literacy was defined as the abila primary reason is that technologydditionally, the computer allows
ity to read and write. No more. Todayoften allows students to accomplisbtudents to enhance their learning.
most individuals agree that Ilteracythings they otherwise would not b&or instance, students can use the

entails much more than these basigyle to do or would have a very diffinternet to find further information on
skills. The U.S. Department ofg it time doing.

_ _ _ a topic.

Education’s Office of Special Educa-

i[ion Program§ dgfines Iiteragy as readeor some students, technology makesiows Students to Work More
fng,'communlcatlng, computmg, mak.—a difference in whether amot they Rapidly and Produce a Finished
'ng jud-gements, and taking aPPTOPMfaarn.” said one survey respondent.  or More-finished Product

ate action.

Following is a breakdown of the nug; i i
Technology is one toot that helps stu- Since technology can make it easier

dents with disabilities develop lteracy, . _> WaYs In which technolog¥o perform certain tasks, it enables
helps students with disabilities becomg, me students with disabilities to pro-

skills. Macro International and CEC,. .
literate, in every sense of the wordy,,ce 4 finished or more-finished

conducted a project that explored : .
and achieve academic success.

which technologies students with dis- product.
abilities use to promote literacy, howlncreases Access to Information
technology benefits students with dis- Not only do these factors contribute

abilities, and the factors that encours . to a student’s success, it also allows

_ Technology allows students with dis-

age and discourage technology use, ... . : teachers to more accurately assess
. _ ~_abilities to access information that oth-

Specifically, the following questions . _ student performance and knowledge.
erwise would not be available to them.

were addressed: ‘ Papers are completed and can be ac-

Many educators say -‘technology ac- ted by teach tor “teach
L cepte eachers, for “teachers are
ommodates for the disability,” be- P y

. : e
- What is the state of practice of using " " "~ more receptive to products that ap-
causdit gives students the same access

technology for special education stu- pear finished and polished.” Another
dents' literacy skill development? and advantages that general educatiBf '

students have when they use the COtl;ﬁ_acher said that with a computer and

. What are effective and innovativePUter. an audio tape recorder, one of her stu-

] i dents is able to create products that
strategies for using technology to pro-
mote literacy? Reinforces Information can be used for grades.

How Technology Promotes Technology gives students addition&Pffers Independence
Literacy practice and augments their lessons by N '
giving students the opportunity to reSome students with disabilities gain
Nearly all special educators believéeat a lesson as many times as desirdtflependence through technology.
that technology helps students witiThe computer will repeat things manyOr instance, pushing a head switch
disabilities develop literacy skills, asmore times than a human. It is alway&n allow individuals with a severe
well as enables them to meet IEP olpatient. The more practice studenfhysical disability to control when
jectives, improve course grades, angdet, the more ingrained the materigoftware advances to the next screen.

increase standardized test scores. becomes,” said a participant.
Please see VITAL on page 10
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AAC continued from page 1

If you send me your postal address, 'lMATTERS. Kids are successfuMy response

forward some information on whatwhen someone takes an interest and

DREAMMS has available, and a fewbelieves in a child. When they stefli again Suzanne,

catalogs of various AAC devices andutside and combine as a team to

manufacturers.... Good luck and Godhot tell someone else to program bu¥Vould it be ok if I included this in the

bless. learn to accomplish this task andn€xt issue of our newsletter,
USE THE DEVICE to give appro-DlRECTlONS: Technology in Special
Janet :) priate feedback. When a team iEducation?? (Without your name of

more directed to copy and | mearOUrse 3)

copy every piece of everything that _
Your frustrations and concerns are

| appreciate your time and thoughtful- ScLared by thousands of parents

in school to "document" no educa—h h h b I
ness. | should probably clear up afew. . ... - Teams are just cov—t roughout the country, but your elo-

uence (and yelling :) make a stron
facts for you....We have had more thagring butts not curriculum. It is no & ”( velling ) _ g
our share of Aug. Com impact!! | can't truly relate since our

Eval's...actually. five. We have gon wonder thgt five paraprofessionalg,, 14 with pown syndrome and the
e Tave left this years team. love of my life!!) has no interest in the

through several devices and actually _
we are inline for yet another TeChWOW! (r:lzinﬁ:lterhﬁ:dBmu:)TtCZ:n;(s)g;Vﬁ;a:v:g_
Eval. from another location. My Sonyou....it's just that we choose tq e sinlze I f6ught for 2 years in New
has been evaluated and received equipSTOP THE INSANITY" and justyork state to get him into a 12 month
ment from school and we have alsgg 4 piace that doesn't have Oprogram.... The Committee on Special
paid for equipment on some 0CcasioNyearn to finally partially “GET IT"  Equcation chair hates to see me com-
| am also an advocate in my state anqLHEN MOVE ON TO THE NEXTing.... <LOL>

have access to top leaders throughOLgRAND NEW TEAM..and. RIDE

the world, actually, in the field of in- e Ro| | ER COASTER AGAIN.  Anyhow, seems | can't offer you any
clusive supports for individuals with assistance other than a voice. ... and a

disabilities. Oh, | forgot to mention\ye want somewhere who knows hovegular one at that if you'd like...
that every eval. was paid through thgq yse and implement AAC. Maybe

district and, as part of the IEP, an ac-hat place, as in the words of Dor-Janet )

commodation is six hours--per week-pihy “in my own backyard..”. |

of programming, by a highly paid pri- nope not because my son also neediello again to you too, Janet:

vate speech path. to continue the battered friendships

with kids who are so great that ever] Would like to give you come idea of
You can see we've worked really har%hen my son is isolated in the class:[he impact your, most recent, response

to get the appropriate supports, the aprgaq oyt for pull out, and his devicehaS made. | thought for sure if | hea.rd
propriate evals., and on and on. Misn't accessible, except for Whenbigfef\:;tmh ;/r?lznltrwﬁjéisze eaoir)slg::e
TRULY DOESN'T MATTER --sorry for"they" think it appropriate...they still a L ary g

yelling. When educators and profesba” and invite him to join them. thmg n al! Caps. - you know the elec-
sionals don't give up on territorial is- tronic yelling thing. Instead you wel-
sues, when "experts" (I use this teryyel| that's actually to tip of our Con:jed ”:jet;nd h?CtU?”y heard my
loosely) won't respond to need, andtory. Thanks for reading...if you . a? oufgf > g am sc;] appr:e—
when Administrators allow for staff to made it this far down. ciative o your_o er and your t ?ug t-
run against IEP documentations and ful understanding. | guess that's it ---

individuals need.... NONE OF THISSuzanne you really understand --- even though

Dear Janet

This is not directed at

Continued on the following page...
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you do not have the same impact w

your son. What a wonderful surpri
and gift you have given me. | am

used to defensive responses -- |
bracing myself as | opened your mg

And, felt guilty for imparting suc

strong words and feelings on somec

| don't even know.

| can simply say thank you. You m

print my words, and if | am able,

would take up the offer to write...th

problem will be my overwhelming ta

of finding a school or starting to hom

school. We can attempt to work out {
details you require. In any case...t

sun is shining in my home, on a ve

rainy day, because through the pow
of technology...you reached out in

graceful way that was totally unex

pected.
Thank you again,
Suzanne

And, there it is - Suzanne’s voic

Sometimes we all just need someone
listen. Your story may be a bit differ

ent, possibly your frustration is over

wheel-chair issue or an inclusion thh@

¥veb site at http:// www.members.  gq¢ up a meeting with your state

with an adaptive device. Whatever -
always helps to know that we're n

alone - and that other parents out there

are fighting the same fight, some win
ning and some losing - but always be
ing strong - and hangin’ in there f
their kid.

By-the-way, if any of you know of

school that specializes in the use
AAC, please pop me an e-mail

janet@ dreamms.orgnd I'll be sure tg
pass the information along to Suzan
Thanks :) 8§

ACCESSIBLE continued from page

5&hat are activated by a mouse cli

s@ork with the Baby Button.
vas

months. Built

luse one of the 4 packaged songs)

ierecord the child’s name and set t
hiength of reinforcement.

he

sryBabyBam Il contains full-screer
egimple animations to accompany t
anusic. In between each animatio

displayed.

BabyBamlll offers a wide variety

pavailability of books on tape an
jpternet accessible e-text. If yo
_have a specific question in the mea
é/vhile, do not hesitate to e-mail m

t lorianne@erols.com, visit ol

oom.com/ALTA or write c/o: Ac-
cessible Learning Technology Alte

@]

natives, P.O. Box 597, Shirley NY

9 11967. See you on the Internet! §

1IRJ’'s BabyBam Games are designe
nfor children functioning from the 4
n@&onth level of development to 24
around musia,
BabyBAM I is customizable, allow;
aphg the insertion of any music file (ar

users can have their own picture

of simple cause and effect activities.

Next month, we will explore the

2ATFSCP continued from page 5

ithouse click. All computer programsfeciprocal agreements to facilitate

cieuch transfers. The federal law, like-
wise, encourages such agreements.

dACTION STEPS

1. Set up a meeting with school
district officials to inform them of this
new interpretation of the law and to
offer your support in assisting them in
efforts to establish procedures to
fhplement this guidance.

neise as a soundtrack to accompany
skhe simple animations. Users cap

If you know of a student who
hénight be affected by this clarification,
work to document the benefits to the
individual and cost savings to the
public that would result in the transfer
hef technology.

n,

8. Set a meeting with a representative
of your SEA to inform them of this
letter and request that they issue an
advisory to all school districts inform-
ing them about this important clarifi-
cation and to issue guidance on its
implementation in the LEA's.

d

u4 Encourage your SEA take “positive
rpractlces in transition services into
account in the award of discretionary

'efunds to school districts.
Ir

VR director or designated representa-
Itive to inform the agency of their
:obligation to accept these transfers in

appropriate cases. 8

or

of
at

Oops!
We had a typo in our last issue!
The address for the QIAT Web Site is:

http://sac.uky.edu/~jszaba0/QIAT.html

(hope you weren’'t wandering around lost )
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VITAL continued from page 7

Many students with disabilities dotion on their own when they use tech- [@fe]gl{=]f=l g8 R =V =101

not have the fine motor control to usenology.

a standard keyboard. Using an alter- ' Date: June 24 - 27, 1999
native keyboard with large buttonsServes as a Motivator MOVE International Training
allows these individuals to operate a Bakersfield, CA

computer independently. previous|yExperiencing success motivates many contact: 800-397-MOVE
they dictated their work, but students to try to learn new things.
students with physical andNumerous educators share this| Date: June 25 - 29, 1999
learning disabilities can write administrator’s opinion that “kids try | RESNA ‘99
independently using speech recogniharder because they feel better abouf Long Beach, CA
themselves. They are more active| Contact: 703-524-6686
learners.” A teacher said, “They
Makes Learning More become more focused (when using
Interesting technology), and they explore more on
their own.”
Many students with disabilities enjoy
using technology and find learningKknowing that they can accomplish
more interesting if technology is MOre by using technology, some stu-| ... 5. b e 9. 1999

involved. Several educators say thafi€nts with disabilities will attempt to | ) ichive Technology Industry

Jackle new lessons. Also, by making| association

dents are more actively involved thari "€ 1ask eaS|er,.technoIogy decreases orjando, FL

when reading a textbook. For manyst:;ﬁents frustratlon, a-nd they ari More| Contact; www.atia.org

students with exceptionalities, using’'' "9 [ continue trying. .For.ot €S, | atia@northshore.net
being able to do something indepen-

a computer and other technologies -
adds fun to learning. Some studentgemly encourages them. In addition,| Date: October 19 - 20, 1999
& some students are motivated by beind 17th Annual Closing the Gap

ther than | _ hen th equal or more equal with their peers,| Conference
rather than learning” when they use | . i i

g” Y USQuhich results from the advantages| Minneapolis, MN
CDs, structured writing programs

. ~“'technology gives them. Finally, many Contact: '
and other technologies, according 19,4105 have found that students’ im{ WWW-closingthegap.com

one survey respondent. Numerou?)roved attitudes toward schoolwork of- info@closingthegap.com
educators said their students try., jead to better grades. 507-248-3294

tion software.

Date: Sep 30 - Oct 2, 1999
Southeast Augmentative Com-
munication

Birmingham, AL

Contact: 205-251-0165

technology is appealing because st

feel “they are playing a fun game,

harder, and consequently learn more,

because they enjoy using technologyThis article was adapted from t@&EC ( i : ) é )
Today CEC Todayis an official publi-

Because they are more motivated anglation of the Council for Exceptional

interested in what they are doing, StUhiigren (CEC). You can reach them a Thank You To.....
dents stay on task more and work at 890 Association Drive, Reston, VA The Spurlino Foundation
lesson for longer periods of time.o5191. Phone: 703-620-3660; Fax;) pyblix Super Market Charities
Several educators said that student§03_264_9446; Web: www.cec.org.) Raytheon Systems - Repro Dept
write longer products, read for Ionger—rhey offer many types of membership

periods, and pursue further informa+,, parents and professionals alike. § W W
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Prentke Romich News

PRC announces tha&xs 160Q a fully included for faxing and Internet ac-vided with Vanguard, we know there

functional Windows® 98, pen basedess. Optional peripherals and acwill be times when you want to per-

portable computer with your choice otessories include keyboard, 3.5'sonalize your system with your own

two communication packages. Thd.44MB floppy disk, port expander, photos or graphics. The icon importing

WiVik®2 Scan with WiVox® software carrying case and extra battery packeature allows you to import pictures

is a text based communication package from your computer into the Vanguard

featuring Word Prediction, AbbreviationPrentke Romich Company also in-ynd yse them as icons.

Expansion, and Voice Output. Thdroduces New Vanguard Features.

\/_anguardlM for_ Windows software is a Now the world’s most powerful dy- \x/ord Prediction supplements the

hlghl_y c_ustom|zable symbgl-_based commamic screen communication devicganguage symbol system by predicting

munication package containing hundredsas just become better! PRC has URyords you wish to spell

of pre-stored words and phrases. graded the Vanguard to include free

A variety of access solutions are avaiI:Z:er\filreﬁzz\gacrgﬁwgztse?Ifcvzsesfgr I(?on highlighting allows icons (indi-

able for the Axs 1600. Selections can bgell as environmental control caé;:l.eldual .o.r grouped) to be color-codgd.
In addition to the 4,8 and 45 location

made through the built-in touch screesjlities. (Requires infrared receiver , )
or a mouse or trackball. The Headmagmd emulator.) pages, we've added a 15_ location
ter™ 2000 can be used for headpointing. page. Vanguard now has six user ar-
A switch cable enables you to connecfne vanguard also acts as a remofeeS: Like having six Vanguards in one,
two single or dual switches for scanningzontrof for anything in your envi- each user area operates independently,
Mouse Tools is a dwell program that h making it possible to set up a variety

hat NAZnment that uses infrared remote : .
been added for those who have difficulty 1 (such as the TV, VCR efc )Of access options and vocabularies.

clicking the mouse buttons. Lightweighhemote control pages and com-
and portable, the Axs 1600 is easy tg Current Vanguard owners can obtain
: mands are set up and ready to use.
carry or mount on a wheelchair. It : the software upgrade for a small
: . . And with the help of the Command :
weighs in at 5.5 pounds. A mountin enter (sold separately) the Van_charge by contacting our Sales Depart-
plate has been added for use with th P y

.ment at 800-262-1933.
PRC or Daessy™ wheelchair or desﬂuard can operate up to 16 appli-
mounts.

ances or lamps within your environ-
ment.

Prentke Romich Company

o oaded with 1022 Heyl Road, Wooster, OH 44691
The Axs 1600 is pre-ioaae with Win- 800-262-1984 (330) 262-1984

; ; Icon Importing is another excitin ’ '
dows® 98, Microsoft Word® Viewer, p g g Fax (330) 263-4829

Internet Explorer and other standare€W Vanguard feature. Although o
Windows applications. A 56K modem ishere are more than 1,600 icons pro¢ Mall: info@prentrom.com

|
1, DREAMANS o ete
.FO$ ﬁ%DS) 'MC\ - PER’\;{?IEO. 13
Assistive Technology Solutions

273 Ringwood Road ¢ Freeville, NY 13068-9618




