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Family Center on
Technology and Disability

Susan Goodman, Esq., Project Director
<< www.ucpa.org/fctd >>

The Family Center on Technology This document covers topics such
and Disability is making available a AT for the College Student: Wh

new comprehensive document thatays and Purchase of AT for Spec

provides the most current informa-Education Students in Transitio
tion on the state of the law and AT Who Pays. It provides excellent, u
funding is now available to network to-date information on obligations
members. This document, Fundingthe state Vocational Rehabilitatic
of Assistive Technology -- The Pub- Agencies to individuals with disabil

lic School's Special Education Sys-ties who want to enter the workforce.

tem as a Funding Source, published
by United Cerebral Palsy Associa-If you would like a copy of this doct
tions and Neighborhood Legal Ser-ment, please e-mail Sgoodm
vices, Buffalo, NY, provides you @ucpa.org with your request. In ad
with a working knowledge of the rel- tion, you may now visit the Famil
evant laws, regulations and case lawCenter website at http://ww
related to a school district's obliga-.ucpa.org/fctd.
tions to provide AT funding.

In addition, the website of the Fam
This booklet is a wonderful tool for Center on Technology and Disabili
using the opportunities available inhas been launched! You can visit
the Individuals with Disabilities Www.ucpa.org/fctd. While the we
Education Act of 1997 to support Site is currently a "work in progress
students with disabilities, family It contains information you can put
members and personnel through thdmmediate use.

use of technology.
We have however, posted our fil

The Center is also making availablet®P'C for discussion, Technology a

a second comprehensive documenkDEA 97. We will be posting a ne

in a series of assistive technologytOpIC every two weeks. If you have

funding guides published by United tqplc that you would like to hav
. discussed on the web board, ple

Cerebral Palsy Associations, Wash- . . . )

inat D.C d the National Assi email me and we will consider it fg

mg on, .t and the Nationa S_SIS_ posting. We hope that you will tal

tive Technology Advocacy Project

of Neighborhood Legal Services,

Buffalo, NY. This document is en-

titled "State Vocational Rehabilita-

your insights and experiences. We
also using the board to answer g
guestions you may have. Instructig

to Maximize Employment.” under the Bulletin Board link. §

advantage of this opportunity to share
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AAC Frustrations - A Different Approach

By: Susan Lait

Editor's Note: The following is taken individuals who have specialized AACto go to school. So.....we held our
from an e-mail sent to me to be passedlT Training. The school system is will-breath and made the jump into
on to “Suzanne” from our May/Juneing to purchase AAC/AT EquipmentHome School. | was scared to death
issue. Suzanne is the mother of a Ii®&commended by the AT Evaluationsof what homeschoolers call the big
year old non-verbal/non-ambulatoryThe system is not willing to invest thé'S” Word (Socialization). | felt like
boy, who expressed frustrations antime and energy into implementing failure because after all our years
concerns about her son’s access awdAC/AT as a mode of communicationof hard work, we kept returning to

successess with AAC. Few systems realize that purchasing thiee same spot over and over again.
technology is just the beginning. FOWe have just finished our first year
“First some history.... years, we worked hard to implement apf homeschooling, and | hope you

propriate supports in a collaborativelon’t mind me sharing some of my
We began our journey with AAC andmanner. We made a family commitmeneflections with you.
Assistive Technology when ourto be trained and educated members of
daughter was two years old. Oubur daughter's IEP Team. The Schodlome School was not the end for
daughter will be 10 next month. Dur-Professionals would usually get it tous but the beginning. | now realize
ing the past 8 years, we have receivagether by the end of the school year bthat we were not able to notice for 8
Special Education Services in 3 statelsy then, it was time to move to the nextears that we were doing the same
and in 4 different school systems. Thgrade, a new teacher, new therapists atiing over and over again in an al-

pattern has been the same no matt@ke would start all over again. most addictive way without results.
where we have lived. Suzanne’s e- Common sense should have di-
mails sounded like entries from myMessage to Suzanne..... rected us to the thought, “Why are
own journal. She expressed our same we doing the same thing over and

concerns. Our daughter has had nun the 7 years of receiving services in gver again if it's not working?” The
merous evaluations over the yearsstates and 4 school districts, we wergnswer for us was that we had a
Some by school staff....some indepernever able to find an AAC/AT Programmeed to make things better not just
dent and paid by the schoolsponsored by a school system or a pfior our daughter but for all children
system....some independent and palte school. Your journey has taken yowith disabilities. We thought that
by parents. She has had an IEP relatéd the same spot that my husband ange needed the system to reach this
to the school domain and a home anteached last year. We had a dream gbal. We felt scared and guilty at
community plan/therapy/training that‘inclusion” but that is not where ourthe thought of giving up and leav-
was paid for and monitored by pardaughter ended up. She ended up sittifigg the system. So we split our
ents. in a classroom isolated. Educational prefforts....in addition to
fessionals were unable and not willing thomeschooling, we are also active
Pull-out therapy has always been difimplement our daughter’'s mode of comparent advocates. As far as the Big
ficult due to territorial issues. An OT munication. She could not communicates” Word.....we have been able to
or PT may feel that they do not neeavith her peers. She received frequemihd many opportunities for social-
to invest time and effort into the do-OT, PT and speech therapy pull-outigation with both public and home
main of speech therapy by becomingvith professionals who could not, okchool friends. Our local home
familiar with AAC or a communica- would not communicate with her usingchool support group & community
tion device. Most school speech theraher mode of communication. The Schogponsors field trips, sports and so-
pists do not have specialized traininggystem had created an environment efal activities. The stress level in
in AAC or Assistive Technology. “isolation” rather than “inclusion”. Our our home has reduced. Our daugh-
Most School Systems do not employlaughter was unhappy nad did not wagér is much healthier and happier. |
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do not miss the frequent colds, pink eye

! Conferences & Events
head lice warnings. We have achieved of

dream of “inclusion” in the community
rather then in public school. Our daughte
is no longer isolated. She has become
social butterfly and her delightful person
ality makes her stand out. | even hav
more time for myself and advocacy. W
discovered that the school system was 1
a user friendly environment for ou
daughter or parents. There is lots of co
fusion as a result of the Federal Regul
tions for IDEA 1997 going into effect thig

past May. Many school systems appear,

resentful of the changes. | have heard r
mors that many systems will deny or de
lay services forcing parents to make th
extended commitment to Due Proces
Home School is an alternate choice th
for us turned out to be the best choice. W
will continue to advocate and keep
watchful eye on the system but we do n
want our daughter to be isolated by a sy
tem that sees her disability as barrier...
system that can not see her abilities.

Homeschooling as an alternative ha
helped me feel good about the supports
services that my daughter is receiving
Our home life has improved. My marriag
has improved. Our family is much close
We are no longer responding to a week
and often daily crisis at school. | actuall
have a life outside of disability advocacy
| now realize that as primary caregiver f
my daughter, the interactions with th
school system were more stressful than
was admitting to myself and having an e
fect on our quality of life. | am glad to ng
longer be addicted to the system. | am ¢
joying advocating for change in the sys
tem. Some people because of their jobs
other demands can not make a choice
home school. Besides you never kno
what the future may hold
choose to request services in the future.

Date: Sep 30 - Oct 2, 1999
sSoutheast Augmentative Communication
girmingham, AL
ontact: 205-251-0165
®ate: October 1-2 & 4 - 6, 1999
ETechnology & Inclusion Fall ‘99 & 6th Annual Instruction, Inclu-
adion & Technology Conference
- Austin, TX

nContact: 512-280-7235
a1fa||99@taicenter.com

aDate: October 6 - 9, 1999
Assistive Technology Industry Association
UOrlando, FL
*-Contact: www.atia.org
€atia@northshore.net
S.
abate: October 19 - 20, 1999
vd 7th Annual Closing the Gap Conference
aMinneapoIis, MN
Contact: www.closingthegap.com
ot .
Info@closingthegap.com
S507-248-3294
.a
Date: December 2 - 4, 1999
RESNA: Promoting Independence and Quality of Life for Older
1 Fersons
gBuffalo, NY
J.Contact: Chairman, Conference on Aging, U of Buffalo
wings.buffalo.edu/ot/cat/conference
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REVIEW continued from page 1

Vol.5. No. 3
Medicaid Guidance — Federal Medicaid Administrators — Lew Golinker
Accessible Learning — Software for Disabilities — Lorianne Hoenninger

ATFSCP Notes- Medicaid funding for Augmentative & Alternative Communication Devices — Part 2 — Lewis
Gokinker; Esq.

Vol.5, No. 4

What Does the Research Say About Severe Disabilities and Speech-Recognition Technology? From Passivity to
Participation- The Transformational Possibilities of Speech-Recongnition Technology , Cavalier & Brown Teaching
Exceptional Children July/Aug. 1998

Accessible Learning — The Intellikeyboard — Lorianne Hoenninger
Assistive Technology Can Facilitate Transition into Adult Services — Steve Mendelsohn, Esg. And Susan Goodman,
New 3D Action Activity from RJ Cooper

Vol.5 No.5

Augmentative Communication Devices — A look at Medicaid & Medicare as Funding Sources — Impact,
Volume IV Issue 1

New Devices & Toys - From Prentke Romich & Enabling Devices
Joining In — Including the Young Switch User in Group Activities — Pat Crissey

Vol. 5 No.6

Reviewing Educational Software — Camilla Hileman

Accessible Learning — Lorianne Hoenninger — The Closing Gap

Assistive Technology & Wheelchairs — Disability Resources Monthly Vol. VI No.3 — October 1998

ATFSCP Notes — The Assistive Technology Funding and Systems Change Project — Tech Express, December 1998
AAC Initiative Offers Collaboration Opportunities — To Develop the Concept of Automated Language Activity Moni-
toring

Disability Radio Show On A Roll — Talk Show On Disabilities and Lifestyles

Vol. 5 No. 7

Quiality Indicators of Effective Assistive Technology Services — Part 1 - TAM Connector Volume 11, No. 5 February
99

Accessible Learning — Lorianne Hoenninger — Pervasive Developmental Disorder

National “Creative Use of Braille Award” Presented at APH - American Printing House for the Blind

ATFSCP Notes — The Assistive Technology Funding and Systems Change Project — Tech Express, December 1998
In The News- Credit Card Switch

Quality Indicators of Effective Assistive Technology Services — Part 2 — TAM Connector

Vol. 5 No. 8
In The News — The Foot Rat
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ATACP “99 — Assistive Technology Applications Certificate Program —
ATFSCP Notes — The Assistive Technology Funding and Systems Change Project — Tech Express, December 1998

AAC; Principles, Research, and Outcomes to Guide in System Selection — Barry Romich Company and Bernard Spieg
PH,D,. CCC-SLP, University of Toledo

Vol. 5No,9

AAC Frustration — Janet Hosmer — Executive Director Dreams for Kids, Inc,

Accessible Learning — Lorianne Hoenninger — Reasonable Priced Software for Kids

International Parent to Parent Conference — Pioneer Spirit — Blazing New Trails May 5-7, 2000, in Reno, Nevada.
ATFSCP Notes — The Assistive Technology Funding and Systems Change Project — Tech Express, December,1998
Family Center on Technology and Disability — It's a Center to Assist Families and organizations with children with
disabilities

Technology Plays Vital Role in Special Education and Literacy Development — CEC Today,

Vol.5 No. 10

APH Web Additions — Mechanical tactile writers for the blind

Accessible Learning — Lorianne Hoennindger — CAST, The text that can be viewed on the computer screen
ABC TO XYZ — Janet Hosmer — Executive Director, Dreams for Kids, Inc.

ATFSCP NOTES - The Assistive Technology Funding and Systems Change Project — Special Distribution to Family
Center on Technology and Disability Network Members

SETI — Search = Web Accessibility — The new search engine tool
Levelgames — Games to be played by people with unequal abilities
Prentke Romich News — Picture set CD

Editor's Note

A short note to say ‘hey’ to all of you who are still with us
after these 5 wonderful years, and to say welcome to those
of you have recently joined our ‘regulars’. We’re looking

DIRECTIONS on CD

A Comprehensive Assistive Technology Resource

Last 3 Volumes
1997 - 1999
33 issues
Dozens of AT articles

Call us today! Q\\\\B%

DREAMMS for Kids, Inc.
Assistive Technology Solutions
273 Ringwood Road
Freeville, NY 13068-5606
Phone: 607-539-3027

Fax: 607-539-9930 www.dreamms.org

forward to the next 5 !l

| would like to apologize for the brevity of this issue, how-
ever | have recently injured my right index finger and am
somewhat incapacitated therefore not able to complete the
full 12 pages before my surgery. (I will have to learn “lefty
mousing” - so | should be able to put together a ‘hands-on’
(pun definitely intended) report of how such a minor adap-
tation effects my work life :)

Anyhow, hope the summer has been relaxing for those of
you who were supposed to relax and enjoyable for those of
you who get your relaxation in smaller chunks!

Warm regards,

Janet
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AT & Disability News

AAPD President and Chief civil rights, employment, health care,The Single Switch TV, VCR and
Executive Officer, Position civic-participation and membershipCable Control Unit operates when
Announcement services. Work in our nation’s capitalthe switch is pressed and held down,

Washington D.C., the exciting heart othe various function indicators (on/
The American Association of Peopldederal policy development. Bringoff, volume up/down and mute) then
with Disabilities seeks President angour ambition, charisma, fund-raisingjight up in sequence. You select the
Chief Executive Officer to lead ourand leadership skills to amplify ourgesired function by releasing the
growing organization into the new mil-strong voice for Americans with dis-qyitch when the corresponding light
lennium. The CEO should have perabilities.
sonal as well as professional experience
in all areas of disability, as well as demYou may obtain a copy of the posmogexample the volume goes up.) Easily
onstrated ability, experience, and sudlescription from AAPD. Please sen Ldjustable scan/step feature allows

cess in generating and securing signifRy August 27 your resume and refer- . "
cant resources around just causes. ~ ences, along with a cover letter statin ou to “scan” through the selected
salary and benefit requirements, to thginctions or chgnge them one step at
AAPD Search Committee in care ofa time. The unit can be placed on a

:(ou have searchted far ar:g \f[v'de fc.J(: Relena R. Berger, AAPD Chief Oper-tabletop or lapboard, or attached to
Ob management career that proviAeging officer, 1819 H Street, N.W.,bedrail or wheelchair by means of an

growth potential, challenges, and an OR3ite 330 Washington. DC 20006. Vit
portunity to serve. Search no fUl’theHI-TY 202-,457-00496 F,AX 202_4517_6pt|0na| gooseneCk and Clamp'

The opportunity of a lifetime, theg473, http //mww. aapd-dc. org

goes on. On the next switch closure
that function changes its state (for

AAPD CEO, may be the job of your Enabling Devices also man.ufactures
dreams. Provide vision, leadership, andingle Switch TV, VCR and toys grnd busy bOXGS_ des.lgne_d for
management to develop our nationakaple Control Unit the visually and hearing impaired.
cross-disability coalition into the Their technical and engineering staff
“AARP of disability.” Single Switch TV, VCR and Cable2'® available to provide custom

Control Unit, manufactured by En_modlflcatlons at a customgrs re-

Directors, an extraordinary group of disgren, allows you to control the basid®¥S @and many other learning and as-
ability “superstars,” to advance the civikynctions of three units simply bySiStive devices is available, call 1-
and human rights of Americans withgperating a single switch (solg800-832-8697 or visit our web site at
disabilities. Current priorities includegeparately) http://www.enablingdevices.com.§

|
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Assistive Technology Solutions
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